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REVIEW OF BARNES ON ROMANS. 


Notes, Explanatory and Practical, on the Epistle to 
' the Romans, designed for Bible Classes and Sun- 
. day, Schools, By Albert Barnes. New York. 
1834. 12mo. pp. 328. i 
When we undertook to criticise on Mr. 
Barnes’ “ ‘Notes on the Gospels,” we were not 
aware that the present work ‘was on the eve 
of publication. Our parting advice, at the 
close of the other article, comes of course 
too late. Whether we were too tardy in at- 
tending to the first book, or Mr. Barnes too 
hasty in bringing out the second, we shall 
not presume to say. In either case it so hap- 
pens, that we are under the necessity of as- 
signing two places in the same quarterly num- 


thor, but to what may be regarded as two vo- 


as to be above the disturbing causes to which 
other men are subject. : 

_ There is another view of this matter in 
which it assumes a graver aspect. Mr. 
has publicly and solemnly assented to the 
truth of an existing “ system of doctrine.” It 
must, therefore, be to many an offensive de- 
claration, that he does not care whether what 
he teaches falls within or without the pale of 
that system. They understand it as meaning, 
that he does not care whether he really be- 
lieves what he has solemnly professed to be- 
lieve; This we do not suppose to be the 
sense in which he makes:the declarafion, and 
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while others, whose minds not always better, 
but differently constituted, embrace and hold 
with steadiness, the doctrines to which the 
former, after many wanderings, tardily arrive. 
And the more certain we are that a doctrine 
is true, the less are we anxious about it: 
final triumph. It is out of the question, that 
Mr. B. should long hold many of the doc- 
trinal opinions contained in this work. A 
mind like his, with his habits of study, can- 
not always rest in inconsistency, or remain 
under the mere delusion of a name. It is 
therefore to be regretted that an unusual degree 
of self-reliance, cherished no doubt by the 


yet this, without perversion, is a sense which | extraordinary success of his efforts in a very 


assertion of utter disregard to the system. of 
doctrines which he has professed to believe? 
By that profession he has declared, not only 
that he is convinced of its truth, but that 
such conviction is the result of examination 


and comparison. His duty as acommentator, 


indeed, is not professedly to teach that sys- 
tem; but if his investigation of the sacred 
Scriptures brings him to the conclusion that 


the Bible teaches one thing and the system 
another, he should retract his profession of 
faith and not proclaim his disregard for it. 
After all, however, we are disposed to think 
that such disavowals as the one in question, 
are with some men, words of course, meaning 
nothing more thar is denoted by the phrases 
* freedom ofdiscussion,” ‘ liberty of thought,” 
ber, not merely to two works of the same au- | “‘ march of mind,” and other favourite formu- 
7 las which are passing incessantly from mouth 


lumes of the sate continuous series. We | to mouth, and which are rather indications of 
shall not be expected to despatch this new|<isposition than expressions of ideas. If 


work within such ‘narrow compass as the old. 


eritique. 
Mr. Barnes,‘ in 


will be indulgent to the faults of the book ;|, 


Paul could say “ when I became a man I put 
The subject itself and the way in which it is | away childish things,” Mr. Barnes need not 
handled, call for a more extended and minute | blush to put his away likewise, and among | gathered partly from the context, partly from 
oe the rest his professions of independence and|the English version, and partly from his 
his Preface says, ‘“‘ My |‘of disregard to system. Instead of increas- | own mind, but which the original cannot by 
brethren in the ministry, 80 far as they may|ing confidence in his independence, they | possibility bear. At other times, a word or 
* have occasion to consult these Notes, will know | tather lessen it, by impairing respect for his| phrase is made to mean one thing, and be- 
how to appreciate the cares and anxieties | judgment, while atthe same time they irritate, | fore the comment upon it is completed, it is 
amidst which they have been prepared. ‘'hey-| and excite suspicion. 


The merits of this book are very much the 


they will. net.censure harshly what is well | same as those of the “ Notes on the Gospels.” 
meant for the rising generation; they will be | There is, in general, the same consciseness. 
the patrons of every purpose, however hum-| and point of expression, the same clearness 


ble, to do good.”’ 


We have little doubt that | of statement, the same evidence of research 
- this expectation will be generally realized. | and labour, and the same endeavour to be 
Thete cannot be, among candid and good | practically useful. 
men, any disposition to depreciate a work re- that was there discovered, meets us here 
quiring so much labour, and so obviously | where its effects are far more serious. We 
needed. Our Review of the “Notes on the| refer to the neglect of analytic method. If 


The same‘ defect of plan 


Gospels,” shows, we trust, that we are ready | that neglect does mischief in the Gospels, 
to give’ him full credit for his attainments | what must it do in the Epistle to the Romans! 


and. ability. 


of duty and, justice to say so. 


be as candid and impartial as if the work were 


:..Mr.. B. remarks, with great propriety, in 


tle.” 
this remark, and by the one just quoted from | 
the Preface, been preserved while writing |! 


. jecting what the vast majorit 
mentators and readérs of the 


Here, however, as there, we| As the difficulties in an argumentative dis- 
must endeavour to exhibit, with fairness, | cussion are not difficulties of words and phra- 
what we bélieve to be the real character | ses merely, but of principles and reasonings uf 
of the work before us. If its merits prove | that commentator leaves an important part of | Justify the opinion which we have expressed. 
to be fewer, and its defects greater, than those | his work unfinished, who devotes his atten- 
of the previous volumes, it will be a matter | tion, almost exclusively, to detached expres- 
Our estimate | sions. We suspect that an ordinary reader 
and gtatement of its character, we hope, will} might go through what Mr. Barnes has writ- 
| ten on the second chapter, without under- 
standing a whit better than when he began, 
swvhat the Apostle’s object is, what he has pro- 
the close of his Introduction, that ‘‘ perhaps, | ved, and by what arguments. The several 
- on: the whole, there is’no ‘book of the New | clauses he may find explained or illustrated, 
- "Testament that more demands an humble do- | but the Apostle’s discourse, as a discourse— 
cile, and prayerful disposition, than this epis- | his argument, as an argument, remains as dark 
Had this state of mind indicated by | as ever. 


A second defect in this work is one which 
ncludes a great deal, and may account for its 


the book itself, his expectation of a favoura-| errors of doctrine. It is, a want of maturity. 
ble estimate could hardly have been disap-| Mr. B., to borrow a figure, has plucked his 
pointed. But Mr. B., perhaps unconsciously, | pear before it was ripe. This is very evident 
relapses almost immediately into a positive’| from the frequent looseness and inaccuracy 
and doginatical manner, denouncing long re-| of the exposition, from the want of precision 
ceived opinions as absurd, pronouncing them | and correctness in his doctrinal statements ; 
matters of speculation and theory; and often, | from the misapprehension of the opinions of that the phrase is capable of only the three 
without argument or proof of any kind, re- | others, and inconsistency in the statement of | interpretations here given, it admits with 
of pious com- | his own; fromthe consequent irrelevancy or| equal propriety of a great many more. As 
ible believe to} inconclusiveness of many of his arguments| the word rendered righteousness is the gene- 


his words may well convey. But why this4 different.field of Jabour, should have led him 


to send forth a book bearing so many and 
so obvious marks of immaturity. 

This defect, as before intimated, is not 
confined to matters of doctrine, but extends 
to his knowledge of the principles of intet- 
pretation, and the force and meaning of the 
language of the New Testament. There is 
a neglect of precision, accuracy and consis- 
tency in conducting his exposition, which 
evidently results from a want of familiarity 
with the language of the Scriptures, or of 
disregard to the minutiz on which the cor- 
rectness and certainty of interpretation de- 
pend. Thus it seems often a matter of in- 
difference to him what preposition the 
Apostle uses, or with what case. A vague 
statement is often made. that a _ given 
phrase means this or that, which may or 
may not be consistent with the force of 
the words. At-other times the precise lan- 
guage of the Apostle seems to be left en- 
tirely out of view, and a general paraphras- 
ing declaration of the meaning is given, 


made to mean another. These, and similar 
evidences of want of accuracy, or strict at- 
tention to the original text, are very frequent. 
We know Mr. B. says in his preface, that it 
was not his design to write a learned com- 
mentary, or enter minutely into critical in- 
vestigations; that the results rather than the 
process of such inquiry is given. This is 
perfectly proper; but the ground of our 
stricture is not, that the process of criticism 
is not given, but that it has so often been 
neglected, or carelessly performed; and that 
the result has been in such cases vagueness 
and inaccuracy. 

We must, of course, refer Mr. B. and our 
readers to a sufficient number of examples to 


These we shall in general state in the order 
in which they stand in the book. 

On the phrase (Ch.i. 17,) Mr. 
B. correctly remarks, “there is not a more 
important expression to be found in the 
Epistle than this.” Such being the fact, it 


tive ,decision #s to” its meaning is given. 
Mr. B. says, ‘it is capable only of the fol- 
lowing interpretations.” 1. Some have said 
that it means the attribute of God, denomi- 
nated righteousness or justice. 2. The 
goodness or benevolence of God. 3. God’s 
plan of justifying inen. The author decides 
for the last. We do not mean to dispute the 
correctness of this decision, in favour of 
which much mdy be said; but simply to 
iilustrate the ease with which Mr. B. makes 
the most positive assertions, without the least 
foundation for them. Instead of its being true, 


be its obvious meaning. Near the end of| and objections, and from his peculiar positive- | ral term in Scripture for moral excellence, it 
- the Introduction he says, “ Where Paul states | ness and confidence when he is most in error. | may be used, and is used, especially in the 
a simple fact, men often advance a theory. | It requires no great amount of previous know- Old Testament, for any moral excellence— 
The fact may be clear and plain; their theory | ledge, or familiarity with the study of the for holiness in general, for veracity or faith- 


effects of the sin of Adam. 


sin and ruin of all his posterity.” The ex-| J 


is stated, that that sin was followed by the|on such a variety of <ifficult and delicate sub- 


Let 


ects as are embraced in this volume. 


planation of this fact devised by theologians,| him look around and see if he can fix 
according to Mr. Barnes, is, that Adam’s sin | on one of his friends more than forty years 
was imputed to his posterity. ‘ This is ¢heo- | of age, who holds at this moment the opin- 

: and men insensibly forget that it is mere | 1ons which he held ten or twenty years ago; 


theory,” &c. &c. When it is remembered, | (barting of course that such friend is what 
: that the doctrine thus disposed of, was held|is called a Confession of Faith or Old 
) by the reformers and the churches which they School-man who is not expected to change 
founded, almost without exception; ‘receiv- | either for the better or worse. ) For our- 
; ed by the great body of pious commenta-| selves, with the exception just stated, we 
tors in all ages; and -most explicitly taught|know no such man. Such have been the 
in the standards of the Presbyterian Church, | mutations of systems, and such the change 
it must be regarded as a proof of no small | of ground, even among those who profess to 


specimen of the absurd. When the reader 


comes to find that Mr. Barnes does not un-| years ago. 


self-reliance, to select and present it as a| disregard all system, that we know no man 
who is now standing, where he stood fifteen 


Where are all the Hopkinsians 


derstand this doctrine ; that the objections | and Emmonites of former days? Who now 


urged in his commentary are either founded 
on misapprehension, or have been answerec 
a hundred times, he will be surprised at the 
supercilious tone of his decisions. Such is 
poor human nature, that the exhibition of an 
undesirable temper on the one side, is almost 
certain to provoke it on the other. On this 
account, it is to be regretted also, that Mr. 
B. should have placed, at the very threshold of 
his book, such a stumbling-stone as the follow- 
ing sentence on the first page of his Preface. 
« The desigr has been to state what appeared 
to the author the real meaning of the Epistle, 
without any regard to any existing theological 
“system; and without any deference to the 
opinions of others, further than the respectful 
deference and candid examinations which are 
due tothe opinions of the learned, the wise, 
and the good, who have made this Epistle 
their particular study.” Mr. B. seems to 
forget, that the independence here asserted 
is a very great virtue; the last attainment of 
an humble heart and elevated intellect ; of a 
3 heart so impressed with the sense of respon- 
| sibility to God, and of the value of truth, as 
"i to be unaffected by the thousand impure 
| gources of undue bias; and of an intellect so 
clear and lofty as to be above the influence 
of other minds, and subject only to truth and 
.. « God. Mr. Barnes’ taste would not be more 
\ offended by hearing any one say, “I am the 
| bravest of men—lI fear no danger—I am 
afraid of no man,” than the taste of others is 
offended with his own claim.to the possession 


oblivion. 


hears of the divine efficiency in the produc- 
tion of evil—or that a man must be willing 
to be damned for the glory of God; that un- 
regenerate men ought not to pray or use the 
means of grace? Even the theory that holi- 


ness is but a means to happiness; that dis- 


interested benevolence is the only moral 


good, and that all sin is selfishness; seems 


to be fast sinking with the dimmer stars of 
the same constellation beneath the waves of 
The gazers on these stars have 
turned their eyes, some on the fixed and 
lasting luminaries of heaven, and some on 
meteors destined, we trust, to be still more 
transient than the ofhjects of their former 
admiration. We were recently strongly im- 
pressed by a remark made by a clergyman 
who stands in the first rank of talent, that at 
different periods of his life, he had indulged 
various doctrinal views, but never felt the 
least disposed to return to any opinion once 
discarded, unless it was one of the good old 
doctrines which he had learned in the nur- 
sery. There is something more, we are per- 
suaded, than a psychological reason for this 
result. Doctrines which are true are im- 
mortal. They may fora while be forgotten 
or neglected. The. young and ardent, misled 
by appearances, may, for a time, renounce 
them, but their self-evidencing light con- 
tinues to shine on, and sooner or later, those 
who have eyes to see, do see and acknow- 
ledge their truth and beauty. There are 
some’ men who seem destined from whatever 


of a mind so well poised and so enlightened 


point they start, to run an erratic course ; 


is obscure, involved, mysterious, or absurd.” | Scriptures to see abundant evidence of the fulness, as well as justice or goodness. But 
* A melancholy instance of this we have in| truth of these remarks even on a cursory pe-|the point of our remark is, that Mr. B. 
the account which the apostle gives about the | rusal of his work. It is indeed to be regretted does not mention the most obvious, natu- 
The simpie fact | that Mr. B. has thus early committed himself| ral, and generally received interpretation. | 


hy may not the righteousness of God mean 
“that righteousness of which God is the 
author and of which he approves,” since the 
truth of God—the salvation of God—the 
ways of God—the wisdom of God, &c. &c. 
&c., mean the truth—the salvation—the | 
ways or wisdom of which God is the author, 
and which he approves? ere is no force 
of the genitive, more familiar and common, 
than that which this interpretation assigns to 
dsov of God. This view of the passage is 
almost universal among the older commen- 
tators, and is adopted by a large proportion of 
the modern philvlogical interpreters. - 
On page 82 we have another specimen of 
Mr. B’s positiveness, when he is entirely 
wrong, and when he makes no other effurt to 
show he is right than putting his words in 
italics. The expression on which he is 
commenting is guilty before God. “The 
idea,” he says, “is that of subjection to 
punishment but always because the man per- 
sonally deserves it, and because being unable 
to vindicate himself, he ought to be pun- 
ished. It is never used to denote simply an 
obligation to punishment, but with reference 
to the fact that the punishment is personally 
deserved. This word rendered guilty is not 
elsewhere used in the New Testament, nor 
is it found in the Septuagint. The argu- 
ment of the Apostle here shows, 1. That j 
order to guilt, there must be a law, either 
that by nature or by revelation, (Ch. i. ii. iii;) 
and 2. That in order to guilt there must be 
a violation of that law which may be charged 
on them as individuals, and for which they 
are to be held personally responsible.” We 
would remark on this passage, 1. That what 
Mr. B. here says is not to be understood of 
the scriptural use of the Greek word, for 
this word, he tells us,.occurs no where else 
in the Bible. It is the word guilty of which 
he makes the positive assertions just quoted. 
2. That these remarks of the author are no! 
called for by the passage of which he is 
speaking. The simple declaration of the 
Apostle that all the world is guilty, i.e. ex- 
posed to condemnation, every cone under- 
stands, and understands in precisely the 
same manner. 

But there are some subjects such as ability, 
imputation, &c. which Mr. B. cannot let pass, 
when even a verbal association brings them 


tdentical sin’ that Adam did. 


fo ne carefully exgmined post, This is a mere philofogical and 


beforéthis mind. We have seen that he enters 
upen, the first mentioned point, on the occa- 
sion of the words “ we cannot tell,” as he does 
also when he meets the expression “‘ when we 
were without strength.” v. 6. With as little 
reason he attacks the second when speaking of 
1i: 26. And here he starts a theological ques- 
tion which has no natural connexion with the 
point in hand. These things are not indica- 
tive of a calm or independent mind, but of 
one that has‘a favourite point to carry, and is 
governed by a strong antipathy against certain 
opinions which leads him to bring them up 
wher Iéast called for. ‘The mind that could 
follow Paul through all- his previous reasoning, 
until -he arrives at the solemn conclusion that 
all the world is guilty before God, are all ex. 
posed’ to condemnation, and stand in absolute 
need of a Saviour; and find room only to com- 
ment on the word guilty, with a view of show- 
ing that certain theologians do not know what 
it means, is not in a healthful state. ‘This is 
more like the conduct of a partizan disputant, 
than an‘impartial commentator. 3. There is 
no force in his argument as to the meaning of 
the word. *¢ Paul says all the world is cuilty 
before God ; hence we learn that personal de- 
merit is essential to guilt.’ Such is the argu- 
ment. How the conclusion follows from the 
premises we cannot discover. Because it isright 
to say men are guilty, i. e. exposed to punish- 
ment because they are sinners—does it hence 
follow that the word expresses any thing more 
than this exposure? The Apostle says all men 
are sinners, and therefore guilty, i. e. exposed 
to punishment, which as a statement and an 
argument all men are ready to admit. But 
our standard says “the guilt of Adam’s first 
sin,” 1. @. exposure to punishment on that ac- 
count has come on all men ; and it is customa- 
ry alsoto say that the blessed Saviour took 
upon him the guilt of our sins. These are 
points which Mr. B. denies; and he makes the 
first to teach absurdity, and the second blas- 
phemy, by making the word guilt to involve 
the idea of personal demerit. He does not 
speak merely of what ought in his judgment to 
be the fheaning of the word, or that it is an 
infelicity or inaccuracy to use it as it is done 
in the catechism of the church, but he main- 
tains such is its meaning, it always is so used 
and never expresses mere exposure to punish-: 
ment without the idea of personal ill-desert. 
And accordingly he asserts that-* the doctrine 
of imputation has been that infants are person- 
ally guilty ef Adam’s sin.” And if this doctrine 
is true, he says, “then they sinned the very 
This is in a 
book designed for passive recipients of know- 
ledge ; to circulate among Bible Classes and 
Sunday Schools; to make every human being 
who believes its statements, regard the stan- 
dards of the church, and all the writings of the 
Reformers as teaching unheard of folly and 
wicked blasphemy ! What proof does Mr. B. 
pretend to offer in support of his definition of 
the word guilt?’ None in the world, but as- 


80; and that Paul argues that sinners 


historical question. What is the meaning of 
a word? A question not to be decided by 


italicised assertions, but by an appeal to the 


usage of standard writers. It is not our pur- 
pose to make this appeal to any great extent, 
because every well informed man is already 
aware of the meaning of the term, and because 
our time and limits must be otherwise em- 
ployed. We giveonly a few from thousands 
of examples which might easily be collected, 
of the use of the English word guilt, the Latin 
reatus, and the German schuld to express the 
simple idea of exposure to punishment. — Dr. 
Owen on Justification, p. 280, says, “ He 
(Christ) was aliene culpe reus. Perfectly 
innocent in himself; but took our guilt upon 
him, or our obnoxiousness unto punishment 
for sin.” ‘Turrettin, vol. 1. p. 654, “ Reatus 
theologice dicitur obligatio ad peenam ex pec- 
cato.” Reatus or guilt, he says, is twofold, 
“the one is called potential, and denotes the 
intrinsic desert of punishment of sin, and is 
inseparable from it, the other actual, which 
by the mercy of God, can be separated 
from it by pardon, which is properly the 
removal (ablatio) of actual guilt.” An 
mediately after, “Hence it appears, that 
actual guilt at least can be separated fro 
gin. For in the renewed there is avopia 
sin, but not guilt, Rom. vill. 1° In Christ, 
on the contrary, there is guilt, Is. iii. 5. 2 
Cor. v. 21, because he was our surety, and 
yet no avogéa or sin.” Exactly to the same 
amount, Bretschneider in his Dogmatik vol. 
ii. p. 278, corrects Doderlein’s assertion that 
guilt is inseparable from sin, and says he 
confounds the subjective and objective mean- 
ings of the word. In the former sense it is 
the judgment which man or God forms of the 
immorality of an act; in the latter “¢ tt is a re- 
lution or.an obligation, viz: the relation of 
the sinner to the divine justice, or the obliga- 
tion to suffer punishment proportionate to the 
offence. This relation God can change,” &c. 
&c.* Any individual therefore who is brought 
to stand in this relation to God, or who is un- 
der obligation to suffer punishment, (that is, 
pain judicially inflicted in support of law,) is 
constantly and properly said to bear guilt. 
Accordingly, this independent and clear head- 
ed writer, in stating the doctrine of the Refor- 
mation on the subject of atonement, says, 
“ The death of Christ is a satisfaction for our 
sins, inasmuch as Christ has borne or suffered 
for us, the guilt or punishofent which we 
should have borne or suffered.” Entwick- 
leung, p. 615. And on the next page he says, 
‘In reference to the punishment which Christ 
endured, the symbolical books, or confessions 
of faith, teach with ghe voice that he endured 
our punishment ; that thereby guilt or liability 
to punishment (Schuld\eder Strafbarkeit) might 
be removed.” Storr (Hebrews, p. 489-90,) 
mikes the very idea ofja sin offering to be 
that it bears “the guilt|and punishment” of 
those for whom it is offered. In this sense, he 
over and over says, Christ is a sacrifice for our 
sins.—Grotius, in his Treatise De Satisfac- 
tione Christi, uses the term constantly in this 
sense. It is however too plain a point to 
spend so much time about. The word in 
question is used literally thousands and tens 


: 

*It is worth while to remark that Doderlein is a 
moderate theologian ; Bretschneider a rationalist. The 
tormer had gone only far enough to cavil at the doc- 
trines of the church; the latter by caring nothing 
about them could afford to be candid. | 


serting with emphasis that it always means s0, | 


of thousands of times in the works and con- 
fessions of the Reformers and subsequent theo- 
logians, to express the obligation to punish- 
ishment on account of sin, without the impli- 
cation of personal demerit. This being the 
fact, though we have no right to complain, 
that dny man thinks it an unfortunate, or un- 
happy use of the term, we have a right to 
complain that any one should say it ulways 


never is used in another: sense, and ‘thence 
infer that, those who say that the guilt of 
Adam’s sin has come on us, or of our sins has 
been laid on Christ, teach and must teach that 
all men are personally and morally guilty of 
Adam’s sin, and Christ of ours.* 

Mr. B.’s explanations of c. iii, 25, is, as we 
think, erroneous, and as he admits, unusual, 
though evidently, he says, the ohly correct 
one. - The passage is, “‘ To declare his righ- 
teousness for the remission of sins that are 
past, threugh the forbearance of - God.” 
“This,” says Mr. B. “ has been commonly 
understood to refer to past generations, as 
affirming that sins under all dispensations of 
the world are to be forgiven in this manner 
through the sacrifice of Christ. This may be 
true ; but ‘there is no reason (7) to think this 
the idea in this passage.. For 1. The scope 
of the passage does not require it. 2. The 
language has no immediate or necessary re- 
ference to past generations, It evidently re- 
fers.to the past lives of the individuals, and 
not to former times. If it be referred to 
the sins of former times, it would not be easy 
to avoid the doctrine of universal salvation.” 
The cause, we presume, why Mr. B. could 
see “no reason” for the common interpreta- 
tion, is that he did not look at the original. 
His comment, here, as so frequently else- 
where, seems founded exclusively on the 
English version. Yet in this as in other 
cases, the construction of the Greek is diffh- 
cult and dubious, and must be settled before 
the meaning of the passage is decided upon. 
The scope of the passage is surely not against 
the ordinary interpretation. ‘That scope is to 
exhibit the plan of salvation, to show how it 
yas ‘that sin could be consistently forgiven. 
Paul says Christ was set forth as a propitia- 
tory sacrifice for this very purpose, to show 
how it was that God could be just in pas- 
sing by transgressions. And it was as neces- 
sary to show this in reference to the sins that 
were past.even during (év) the forbearance of 
God, as any other. ‘That is, the fact was no- 
torious that God had forgiven sin under the 
former dispensations, and was ready to forgive 
them now; it was requisite that the ground 
on which this forgiveness was granted should 
be known, in order that it might be seen that 
God is just even in dispensing pardon. The 
point of our remark, however, is not so much 
the incorrectness of Mr. B.’s exposition, as 
the unnecessary confidence of his tone, and 
the little insight which he exhibits into the 
grounds of the opinions which he rejects. 
The important expression c. iv. 3, &c. 
Faith was imputed for righteousness, Mr. B. 
explains in several different, and as it appears 
to us, inconsistent ways. He first says, “ All 
that is material to remark here is, that the act 
of Abraham, the. strong confidence of his 
mind in the promises of God, his unwavering 
assurance that what God had promised he 
would perform, was reckoned to him for righ- 
teousness,”—‘* For righteousness. As righ- 
teousness: or to regard and treat him in con- 
nexion with this as a righteous man.” 
Every one is aware that there are two leading 
views of the doctrine of justification by faith. 
The one, which is commonly adopted by Ar- 
minian writers, that faith itself, considered as 
an act of the mind, is taken (in connexion 
with evangelical obedience) for righteous- 
ness, that is, in virtue of the work of Christ, 
faith is accepted as though it were complete 
obedience to the law. According to this 
view, faith itself isthe ground of acceptance. 
This view Mr. B. repeatedly disclaims. The 
other is, that faith is but the instrumental 
cause of justification, and the merit of Christ 
is the ground of our acceptance. These 
views seem to be confounded in Mr. B’s ex- 
position. ‘To say that “the act of faith is 
reckoned for, or as righteousness,” is to say 
thaf/it is taken for righteousness, or accepted 
ip’ the place of complete obedience; but to 
say that the whole phrase means “ to regard 
and treat him (the believer) in connexion 
with this as if he was a righteous man,” pro- 
perly expresses a different idea. According 
to the first interpretation dsxatoovvy is taken 
to mean righteousness, and according to the 
second, justification. It may have either 
sense, but cannot in the same place have both. 
Evg may be rendered—as righte- 
ousness—or, in order to justification. If the 
former be adopted, then the passage teaches 
that ‘‘ faith itself is righteousness ;” or is so 
regarded. Just as in an analagous phrase 
* uncircumcision is counted fur cireumcision,” 
that is, the one is regarded as the other. If 
the latter method be preferred, no such doc- 
trine is taught; the relation of faith td accep- 
tance is not expressed, but it is simply said 
that faith is imputed, or the individual is re- 
garded as a believer in order to his justifica- 
tion. ‘The grammatical structure of the sen- 
tence is to be explained on one principle if 
the one view is taken, and on a different one 
if the other. 

Mr. B. in his subsequent remarks says ex- 
pressly, ‘‘ faith is not the meritorious ground 
of acceptance; for then it would have been 
a work. Faith was as much his own act, as | 
any act of obedience to the law.” And 
again, “ Faith is a mere instrument, & sine 
qua non, that which God has been pleased to 
appoint as a condition on which men may be 
treated as righteous.” This is all very good, 
but he immediately turns the whelq matter 
round, when he proceeds, “{t expresses a 
state of mind which is demonstrative of love | 
to God; of affection for his cause and char- 
acter; of reconciliation and friendship; and 
is THEREFORE that state to which he has 
been graciously pleased to promise pardon 
and. acceptance.” This gives a sadly erro- 


*it is of course not intended, by any man in bis 
senses, to undertake to answer for dr justify all the 
modes of expression on this and kindred subjects found 
in any and every a writer. The doctrines, 
or modes of expression of some of the English Antino- 
mians are shocking; but they have nothmg to do with 


includes the idea of personal ill-desert, and. 


cation. Faith the instrumental cause of 
justification, because it is the means of our 
becoming interested in the merit of Christ; 
and not because it is indicative of love to 
God, or of reconciliation or friendship. This 


ture which speaks of faith in Christ, faith in 
his blood, faith in his name, &c., and of be- 
lieving. in‘ Christ, receiving’ him, &e. 


act of reliance upon Christ as the ground of 
our acceptance. Faith is confidence; it is a 
firm persuasion of the truth of all that God 
has said in reference.to Christ, and includes 
from its nature this reliance upon him as the 
ground of pardon and justification. We do 
not doubt from what Mr. B. says in many 
parts of his commentary, that he fully be- 
lieves this grand principle of gospel truth 
and evangelical religion; but from the con- 
fusion and indistinctness of his views, he has 
not only in this important passage left it out 
of sight, but given an exposition apparently 
inconsistent with it. Faith is no more “ de- 
monstrative of love to God,” than repen- 
tance, gratitude, self-denial, or any other 
holy exercise. To say, therefore, that this is 
the reason of its being made the condition of 
acceptance, is to alter the whole method of 
salvation. It is this condition, because it 
contemplates God’s promises of pardoning 
mercy—which we under the Gospel, see 
clearly is exercised through Christ; and 


pensation, saw through clouds and shadows, 
was to be extending, in some way, through 
him who was to bruise the serpent’s head, 
and in whom all the nations of the earth 
were to be blessed. | 

This unfortunate and erroneous view of 
the subject, Mr. B. repeatedly presents. At 
the close of his remarks on this passage, he 


it be confidence in the Messiah, or any of the 
divine promises o1 truths. , As this confidence 
evinces the same state of mind, so it was as. 
consistent to justify Abraham by it, as it is to 
justify him who believes in the Lord Jesus 


| Christ under the Gospel.” The first remark 


is no doubt correct, al] faith is of the same: 
nature, however different its object; but it is. 
not because it evinces a particular “ state 
of mind” that it is the means of our ac- 
ceptance. 

As the same phrase occurs in. verse 22,. 
Mr. B’s comment on that verse is liable to 
the same objection. Speaking of Abraham, 
he says, “‘ His faith was so unwavering that it 
was a demonstration that he was a firm friend 
of God. He was tried, and he had such 
confidence in God, that he showed 
supzemely attached to him, and would o 
and serve him. This was reckoned as 
a full proof of friendship; and he was recog- 
nised and treated as righteous, i.e. as the 
friend of God.” How completely does this: 
view of the justification of Abraham, leave: 
out of sight the real ground of his, and every 
other sinner’s acceptance with God. Abra- 
ham’s friendship and obedience towards the 
divine Being, was evinced by leaving his 
own land, by his daily prayers and sacrifices, 
by his thankfulness, patience, and general 
obedience, as well as by his faith. It was. 
not therefore on this ground that faith’ was 
the means of his .«:ceptance. There is no 
passage of Scripture which presents faith in 
the relation to justification in which it is 
here exhibited by Mr. B, It is no where 
said or intimated, that it’ secures acceptance 
because it is indicative of love to God. At 
the close of his comment on verse 3, the 
writer does indeed refer to Heb. xi. in sup- 
port. of his view of the subject. But he 
should have remembered, that here Paul is 
speaking of justification, and the manner in 


ing of a very different subject, and with a 
very different design. His main object there 
is to illustrate the power of faith, not its rela- 
tion to justification. He was writing to 
those who were surrounded by many seduc- 
tions and trials. He exhorts them to hold 
fast this profession. He warns them of the 

consequencesof apostacy. He showsthem that 
their trials were not greater than those which 
the people of God had from the beginning 

been called toendure. That faith which was 
the substance of things hoped for, and the evi- 
dence of things not seen, had sustained and 

carried them triumphantly through. It had 

enabled Moses to resist the allurements of 
the court of Pharaoh, and Daniel the terrors 

of the lion’s den. But he no where says that 
faith was the condition of acceptance, because 
demonstrative of love to God. 

We are sorrv to have to remark on the low 

view which Mr. B. takes of the object of 
Abraham’s-faith. Mr. B. here, as in many 


Other places, seems to deal very hardly with 


the sacred text. He takes it up as he would 
squeezes every drop of moisture from it which 
he can express, and throws it to bis reader as 
dry as he cam make it. It seem to be a 
principle with him to a:low the text to mean 
as little as possible, and to judge of this 
amount of meaning, not from a large view of 
the passage in all its relations, but as if it stood 
alone in the Bible. Thus in chap. v. 12, he 
insists upon it the death spoken of in the 
threatening to our first parents, as understood 
by them, could mean nothing more than the 
dissolution of the body. He does not con- 
sider that the real penalty denounced was 
God’s displeasure. The death of the body 
was no evil unconnected with his disappro- 
bation, of which it was the sign and expres- 
siog. What Adam understood and felt was 
that if he transgressed he should incur the 
disapprobation of God. This was the evil, and 
the dreadful evil; the sum and essence of all 
punishment. He felt that transgression would 
suspend his friendly and delightful intercourse 
with God, which was the life of his soul; that it 
would separate him from his Maker, which is 
spiritual death ; and if the soul is immortal, 
and if Adam knew it, (and who that has a 


undefiled by sin contain in their nature the 
evidence of immortality) it was eternal death, 
in his appprehension, unless he was aware of 
the possibility of redemption. In ‘like man- 
ner, in the case before us, the author makes 
the object of Abraham’s faith to be the pro- 


the language and doctrines of the Reformers, andof the 
| great body of the Lutheran and Calvinistic Divines. 


(Continued on fourth page, fulio 84._) 


neous view of the relation of faith to justifi-— 


is plain from the constant language of Scrip-: 


All these ‘declatations are’ expressive of the 


which those who lived under the former dis- — 


says, ‘‘ All faith has the same nature, whether 


which it is tu be obtained; there he is treat- | 


a sponge, (wet with the dew of heaven) and 


soul can doubt that the exercises of a spirit - 
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(in eleven langua 


together with a subject 


ANNIVERSARIES IN NEW YORK, 
The anniversaries of the various religious 


und benevolent institutions were celebrated dur- 
ing the last week in the city of New York. 
We have selected from the New York papers the 
most interesting items of intelligence. 

AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Ninessenth Annual Report, prepared by the 
In commencing the Nineteenth Annual Report, 


the Managers gratefully acknowledge the kind- 


‘ness of the Lord manifested during the past 
‘year. Since the last’ anniversary, eleven new 
‘Auxiliary Societies, beve been formed, two of 
which ‘are beyond the bounds of the United 


States, in, the province of Texas. A consider- | 


able: Associations have also 
“been With; Jarger Auxilia- 
ries. These associations, by keeping up several 
‘local depositories of Bibles and Testaments in a 
cf are fpund to be highly convenient and 
useful. They should be formed in every town- 
ship and village, or else a distributing Committee 


should be formed in their place. 
Receipts, - 

' The sum received into the Treasury from all 
sources during the year has been $100,806 26, 
‘being an increase over the receipts of last year 
of $12,195 34. Of the whole sum received, 
$34,918 23 were received in payment for. books ; 
$3,873 26 from legacies; $34,021 02 towards 


foreign distribution; $27,983 78 ordinary dona- 


tions. 
Books imported. 

As numerous emigrants are coming to the 
country, all of whom stand in need of the Scrip- 
tures, your Board have,imported more or less 
copies in the Portuguese, Italian, Dutch, Swed- 
ish, and. Polish languages. Many of the latter 
were thankfully received by the Polish exiles 
who have taken up their abode amongst us. 


Books issued. 
Bibles, 47,703. 
Testaments, 75,533. 
Total, 123,236. 


) being an increase 12,404 
over the issues of the previous year, and on an 
aggregate since the formation of the Society of 
1,767,936 copies. 


Modern Greek Testament. 


‘All of the first edition of this Testament has 
been forwarded to Greece, Sinyrna, and Con- 
stamtinople. Another edition ia ordered to be 

ut to press. A letter just received from the 
Rev. Mr. Brewer at Smyrna, informs the Board 
that nearly all of the 431 copies entrusted to 
him have been distributed in- schools in that 


vicinity. | 
New Testament for the Blind. 
The. New England Society for the education 
of the blind, through Dr. S. G. Howe, applied 
for aid a few months since to print the New ‘Tes- 


~ ftament in raised letter for the use of the blind. 


Your Board have very cheerfully granted $1000 

for this object, and have promised farther aid. 

It is found that the blind. pupils, after a little 
ractice, read’ this letter with much facility. 

How great the blessing to this afflicted people! 

What joy and consolation to them in their long 
hours of solitude and darkness! 

Re-supply of the Destitute. 

In the north and west parts of New York this 
work has been prosecuted with mych spirit 
through the year. Not less than fourteen or 
fifteen counties have been engaged in this re- 
supply. Eight townships of one county, which 
was supplied in 1829, were found to have 305 
destitute families. Another county, supplied at 
the same time, was found to have 505 families 
destitute. Should all parts of the United States 
be as destitute as the average of those lately re- 
explored, there would be foand nearly or quite 
30,000 households in need of the Bible. : rhe 
Managers would earnestly entreat the Auxiliaries 
throughout the ane, to ascertain and supply 
the destitute around them without delay. The 
safety of Protestantism and of religion re- 


quires this. 7 
Grants to Sunday School Unions. 


To the Sunday School Union of New York 
has been made a grant of 500 Bibles and 500 
Testaments; to the Sunday School Union of the 
Protestant’ Episcopal Church 500 Bibles and 
2000 Testaments; to the Methodist Episcopal 
Sunday School Union of 500 Bibles and 2000 
Testaments; to the Massachusetts Sunday 
School Union 200 Bibles and 1000 ‘Testaments. 
The number of poor children connected with 
the schools of these Unions, and the great im- 
portance of having them early furnished with 
the Scriptures led the Board, through the sug- 
gestion of several judicious laymen, to make 


_ the above grants. 


Scriptures for the Young. 

- The same motive which led to the above ap- 
resented 

y the Maryland Bible Society, and which will 
be found in the entire report, have led the Board 
40 lap-peaire the Society an important proposi- 
tio, namely; Zhe Furnishing every Child in the 
United States, under fifleen years of age, with a 
Bible or a Testament, Provided said Child is Desti- 
tute and can Read. Should this great measure, 
which will require large expenditure and much 
labour, be adopted by the Society, it is expected 
that the Auxiliaries will purchase all the books 
they can for the work, and furnish them to all 
the children within their limits, and that when 
all their resources end, they will call on the 
parent Society for books as a gratuity. This 
work should be entered on with faith, prayer, 


system and energy. | 


Scriptures for Emigrants. 

There is another subject which has attracted 
the attention of the Board and pf some of the 
Auxiliaries, particularly that o Pittsburg, Pa. 
2375 Bibles and 4000 Testaments have been dis- 
tributed among sixteen Societies, s0 situated as 
to have facilities for meeting and furnishing the 
Scriptures to emigrants. 

The sum of $500 in money has been granted 
to a Bible Society in France, in order that books 
may be furnished to emigrants when they em- 
bark at Paris. A recent letter from the Rev. 
Mr.Ely, American Seamen’s Chaplain at Havre, 
informs us that he had withia a few days re- 
ceived and distributed nearly 300 Bibles and 
Testaments among German and Swiss emi- 
grants, just as they were to depart for America, 
and that they were ‘received with no less sur- 
prise than gratitude.” 

* Scriptures for Seamen. 

‘The Board are happy to find the demand for 
the Bible to increase among seamen, and also to 
witness an incseasing disposition among the 
benevolent to supply them. Grants have been 
made during the yeer of nearly 3000 Bibles and 
Testaments to Societies along the sea-boaid, and 
near the lakes, for distribution among that long 
neglected class of men. Other grants have been 
ane to Seamen’s Chaplains and Missionaries 


in foreign countries for the suppiy of destitute 


seamen. From the Rev. Mr. Medhurst, Eng- 
lish Missionary at Batavia, information has 
been received that he will see to the distribu- 
tion of a box sent on request, to the lamented 
Lyman and Munson, who were destroyed in 
Sumatra. 

Foreign Distribution of Books. 

To Mr. Wheelwright, in South America, 
have been sent 1750 Bibles and Testaments, 
mostly in Spanish,.in addition to what he took 
be im, and 2000 copies of the Gospel of Mat-: 

ew. 

Other Spanish Gospels have been sent to 
Buenos Ayres, New Grenada, Mexico, and 


| destitute readers, 


Havana. are d@ for the Spanish 


A small grant of English Bibles and Testa- 
mente were sent to the Bahama Islands, and 
were thankfully received. 

From the books sent to Canada the preceding 


ear, returns have recently been received. 
ve nearly all been distributed among eager, 
About 2,000 families more 
remain to be supplied in the section of country 
Lawrence. 
of these destitute families emigrated from the 
Various’ other emall grants of 
books have been made to places abroad, but 


between Vermont and the St. 
United States. 


which cannot be detailed in this abstract, 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY. 


The annual meeting commenced at 10 o’clock 
hatham-street Chapel,—S. 
-V..S. ‘Wilder, Esq. President, in the chair, sup- 
an Rensselaer and Rev. Dr. 


this forenoon, in the 


orted by Gen. 


ilnor. 


‘The house was full to overflowing; the num- 
ber of persons present being probably not much 
short of 3000. The exercises, as usual, were 
opened with prayer, after which an abstract of 
the Annual Report was read by the Correspond- 


ing Secretary. 


_ Abstract of the Annual Report. 


New Publications fifty-five, of which nineteen 
are Tracts in the General Series, and eight are 
Christian and 
Child at Home;- Wilberforce’s Practical View ; 
Pike’s Guide to Young Disciples, and Religion 
and Eternal Life; Gallaudet’s Youth’s Book 
of Natural Theology, and Child’s Book of Bible 
Whole num- 


ber of the Society’a publications, seven hundred 


volumes, viz:—Abbot’s Young 


Stories, and Memoir of H. Page. 


and ninety-two. 


The Christian Almanac is published in seven- 
Of the American 
the 


teen distinct editions. 


Magazine, 7000 are issued monthly; of 
Monthly Distributer, containing specimens of 


new ‘l'racta, 1000. 
Printed during the year, — 
(including 109,000 
volumes, ) 
Do. since the Society’s 
formation, 
Circulated during the 
year, (including 
95,873 volumes, ) 
Do. since the Society’s 
formation, 
Gratuitous distributions, 
(in 309 distinct 
grants, ) 


Receipts and Expenditures. 


Total receipts during the year, 

Paid for paper, printing, stereotyp- 
ing, &c. 

For foreign distribution, ee 

Agencies for supplying destitutions 
of our country, raising funds, 
and all other expenses, 

Balance remaining in the Treasury, 


Total as above, 


each greater by $25,000. 
The Volume Enterprise. 
The work 


States. 


A clergyman of the Reformed Dutch Church 
in Columbia county, N. Y., has already circu- 
lated, without expense to the Society, more 
than 900 volumes in his own congregation and 
vicinity, for which he has paid $140; and 
many other clergymen and laymen in different 
parts of the country have done more or less in 


the same way. 
FOREIGN APPROPRIATIONS. 


Pages. 


9,777,117 53,804,652 
39,090,618 610,560,066 


2,911,130 53,916,358 
35,743,830 542,309,847 


6,006,477 


$92,307 81 


43,035 91 
30,000 00 


18,479 72 
792 18 


$92,307 81 


The receipta for sales are nearly the same as 
last year, the donations, and the total receipts are 


roposed at the South, one year 
since, of supplying every accessible family with 
one or more of the Society’s standard volunres, 
has been prosecuted with energy in Virginia, 
under the direction of an efficient General Agent, 
and more than 12,000 volumes have been for- 
warded for the object. It is commenced under 
favourable auspices in North Carolina; and has 
been prosecuted to some extent in various other 


/ 


- Remitted in Cash during the year. 


To China, $5,000 
Burmah and Siam, - 5,000 
Ceylon, - - 3,500 
Mahrattas, - 3,000 
Sandwich Islands, 3,000 
Singapore, and Eastern Archipelago, 1,000 
Syria and Persia, 1,000 
Smyrna and Vicinity, - 1,000 
Greece, - 1,000 
‘T'urkey and Asia Minor, 1,000 
Russia, - 1,500 
Germany—Hamburg, 700 
** Valley of Barmen,” - - 300 
Moravian Brethren, - - 700 
- Northern India, - - 500 
Orissa, - 500 
N. A. Indians, 300 
$30,000 


About forty original publications have been 
approved during the year, in foreign languages ; 
aud at Ceylon, Rev. Mr. Knight of the Church 
of Kngland, Rev. Mr. Daniel of the Baptist 
Church, and Rev. Messrs. Scudder and Win- 
slow, constitute a committee to examine original 
publications in Tamul, reporting their character 
to the Publishing Committee, that the 


approved without being translated into 


Jones, at Bankok. 


The Report proceeds to present a brief view of 
the prominent facts communicated during the 
year, from the respective countries and places to 
which appropriations have been made; contain- 
ing a great body of interesting and valuable in- 
tellidenes, most of which, in this abstract, must 


necessarily be omitted. 


At the Sandwigh Jslands, 1988 pages have- 
been prepared and printed in Hawaiian, and 
166,000 copies issued the last year. An interest- 
ing communication has been received from Rev. 


Mr. Deill, Seamen’s Chaplain. 


In France, the number of labourers is com: 
paratively few, though considerable is done by 
ious men, who accompany 
their distributions by exhortations and prayers, 
and whotare said to have given} ** more correct 
information respecting the religious state of 
France, than has been furnished from any other 


colporteurs, plain p 


source.” 


The Paria Tract Socety have been authorised 
to use a portion of funds from this Society in 
employing Agepts to visit the different Churches 
and departments, to excite Christians to activity. 

‘lhe Tract Society at Hamburg has wide fields 
for distribution in the south of nn g Swit- 
zerland, the Rhine, Hanover, Lithuania, Pr 
and even Poland and Russia; and distributed up- 
wards of three hundred thousand Tracts the last 


year. 


useful. | 


The Tract friends at St. Petersburgh appear to 
be more active than ever before. In the year 
1834, they printed 175,000 Tracts in Russ, besides 
5000 in Swedish, and 1000 in Mongolian. A 
namber of new Tracts are in prepatation, and 
they earnestly desire to issue such volumes as 
the Young Christian, Mother at Home, &c. Per- 
mission has been readily granted to print the 
Tracts presented to the Censor. ‘The Russian 
charch, uelike the Roman Catholic, is friendly to 
the diffusion of religious knowledge through the 


The Tract Society in the Valley of Barmen has 
issued nearly two hundred Evangelical publica- 
tions with small means, and promises to be very 


They 


Most 


may be 

oglish. 
A similar Committee for China consists of Rev. 

Mr. Guizlaff, Rev. Mr. Brigdman, and Rev. Mr. 


5 
press; feligion is every where treated with exter- 
nal r st; and no | ian peasant has yet been 
known to refuse a Tract. Intemperance lamentably | 
prevails, and ‘Temperance Tracts are extensively 
circulated. 

' The design has even been formed of entering 
China through Russia, and Chinese Tracts have 
been ordered from Canton to be sent sent to St. 
Petersburgh, and thence by the numerous Rus- 
sian traders, who meet the Chinese merchants at 
Kiackta, a town near the Chinese frontier, where 
all the immense trade between the two empires is 
conducted. The Rev. Mr. Swan, Missionary in 
Siberia, is familiar with the Mantchu ‘Tartar lan- 
guage, which is extensively used in the north of 
China, the Emperor himself being a Mantchu 
Tartar. It is an interesting fact, that the Rev. 
Mr. Swan found in the Royal Library atSt. Peters- 
burgh a copy of the Bible in Mantchu ‘Tartar, and 
obtained permission to translate it. 


Mediterranean, : 


‘Very. valuable communications also from Rev. 
J. J. Robertson, D.D. who has the direction of 
the American Protestant Episcopal press at Syra 
Greece. Among the works he has recently printed, 
are Horne on the Internal Evidence of the Scrip- 
tures, and Robinson’s Scripture characters from 
Adam to Joseph, translated into modern Greek. 
He hae Bett 5 in all, 30,255 copies, or 2,703, 945 
pages. It is believed the recent law regulating 
the press in Greece will not very essentially re- 
tard the circulation of Tracts. 

Letters from Mr. and Mrs. Hill at Athens, in- 
| form that the king has personally visited their 

school, expressed his decided approbation, and 

and that a niece of the prime minister Colette is 

aM placed in their family to be educated by Mrs. 
| 

A letter just received from Rev, Dr. King at 

Athens, states that he circulated in January last, 

3,600 school books and Tracts, being more than 

he had distributed in any previous month. : 


Burmah, 


Some of the Burmans have been known to copy 
upon the palm leafT'racts which had reached them 
in distant villages and the Karens have sold their 
fowl to buy them. 
| A se interesting tour up the Irawaddy from 
Rangoon to Ava has been made, in witich Mr. 
Cutter estimated that they passed four hundred 
and forty-five cities, towns and villages, distributing 


| ‘Tracts among them till their supply was exhaust- 


ed. ‘Some were afraid to receive them, but others 
came * wading through the water,” others * run- 
ning down the sides of the banks and swimming off 
the shore,”’ and others still **in boats,’ * to 
get books which told about the new religion.” 

An interesting history is given of the conversion 
of an able Boodhist preacher, entirely familiar with 
all their sacred books, whom, as he read the 
* Catechism,” and ** View of the Christian Reli- 
gion,” truth pierced to the heart. 


South Eastern Asia, 


At Bankok, in Siam, Tract operations are com- 
mencing under favourable auspices by American 
missionaries. 


type foundry, presses, and complete fuunts of type 
| in several languages. It is a tree port ander the 
protection of the English government, and is 


native craft, from upwards of forty different ports 
in China, Siam, the Mal@yan peninsula, an 
numerous islands of the Indian Archipelago. 

Valuable communications have been received 
from Rev. Messrs. Robinson and Johnson, from the 
lamented Rev. Henry Lyman Rev. Mr. Medhurst, 
and Rev. Mr. ‘l'omlin, showing the tmmense im-' 
portance of the Indian Archipelago as a field for 
Tract and missionary lubour, and the favourable 
circumstances in which many ‘T'racts have already 
been distributed. 
China. 
| It is painful to reflect that a cheering Jettey re- 

ceived a feW months since from the lamented Dr. 
Morrison, is the last communication the Society 
are to expect from that beloved man. His last 
suggestion to American Christians which we 
have observed, is the sending out from this coun- 
try a ship to navigate the shores of eastern Asia, 
a with the word of salvation on the print- 
age. 

‘The report contains intereeting communications 
from the Chinese evangelist, Leang 4fa, who has 
for ten years been faithfully labouring for his 
idolatrous countrymen; and now has about ten 
Chinese converts joining him in the worship 
of the true God. He has been a most efficient 
and fearless T'ract distributer; and amid the per- 
secutions excited by the late collision with the 
British government was obliged to flee to Sin- 
gapore, where he has a wide field of labour. It 
is hoped that the political embarrassments may ere 
long subside, and he return to labour among the 
millions of his native land. _ 

‘The apostolic Gutzlaf still pursues his work 
with quenchless ardour—making tours for distri- 
bution,: preparing original Tracts, and pouring 
his appeals upon Christendom to rouse her from 
her slumber over the wants of from three to four 
hundred millions of souls. So entirely has he 
identified himself with the Chinese that they 
have even supposed him to be a native feigning him- 
self a foreigner; and his acquaintance both with 
their common and classic language, and their habits 
of thought, is such, that as he throws out upon the 
multitudes his terse and thrilling appeals he is 
— interrupted with shouts of tmmoderate ap- 

use, 


_The winter of 1833-4 he spent in Fokien pro- 
vince, ‘where he distributed several tens of thou- 
sands of books; and in July last he commenced 
another extensive tour along the coast of China 
and to the island of Formosa, where hundreds and 
thousands of books were from time to time scat- 
tered among the ravenous multitudes almost in a 
inoment, till he was stripped of every leaf. A 
number of communications just received show 
that he was never more active; and with stead- 
fast reliance upon God, was never more assured 
of ultimate success. 3 | 

He and his fellow Jabourers are confident that 
the three Chinese walls, material, political and 
moral, as Mr. Abeel has describe them, may and 
will be broken down, and that the churches have 
only to trust in God and go forward to the conquest 
of this mighty nation. : 

Of the 4rabic language in which the missiona- 
ries at Syria are printing, it was said by Henry 
Martyn, that a translation of the New Testament 
into that language would be “ of more importance 
that one fourth of all that have ever been made.” 
It has been estimated that this language is used 
by not far from two hundred millions, 


India, 


There were printed in 1833, by the mission to 
the Mahrattas twenty-eight thousand three hun- 
dred tracts, or one million four hundred and four- 
teen thousand nine hundred pages. ‘Tours for 
tract and Bible distribution, preaching and the 
promotion of schools, are regarded as among the 
most important means of usefulness. At the 
Mahabolishwur hills, Mr. Reed had a‘request 
from siz Chinese convicts, to be received as the fol- 
lowers of Christ. ‘They had but one book, and 
that was a tract which one of them received 
‘s from that goud man, Dr, Morrison Sahib,’’ from 
which they had obtained their knowledge of 
Christianity. Mr. Reed gave them other books ; 
and in successive visits could not but hope there 
was evidence of their sincerity. 

For the Zumul people, nineteen tracts have been 
adopted during the year. 

The General Baptist Mission is occupying a 
a most important field at Orissa, a large and po- 
pulous country between Madras and Calcutta, 
‘embracing the site of the temple of Juggurnaut. 


less thdn two hun 


= 


of ‘Tracts alone in connection with the mission at and American heart within his bosom, should 


The American Mission at Singapore have a| 


visited monthly by not far from 140 junks and other | ‘ 


ag apparent fruit. ‘This priest was then awakene 


At the car festival of thie idol, Rev. Mr. Sutton, | selves to the work. And 
now in this arm says he saw at one time no/| we have in view, 
red and fifty thousand souls. | men, who will each support his man in a course 
On these occasions tracts may be given in almost | of preparation for the ministry—I say I have no 
all the languages of India. Some very interesting | doubt but that the number will speedily come | se 
examples are related of conversions by means! forward to the work; for no youth, with a pious 


Orissa; and ia various other parts of India. wait to be pressed into this work. Every one 
Mr. Abeel missionary from South Eastern | ought to feel and to act on the principle that he is 
Asia in the course of his remarks said. as much bound, (whatever may be his calling.) 


: ‘ ; , | that he is as much bound to labour for the con- 
have seen the influence of the Bible and reli-| version of the world, as is the missionary who 
gious tracts—their influence unaided by human | treads alone the dark regions of deathenism, and 
instrumentality—and I have thereby been en-|raises his solitary voice amid‘the hitherto un- 
couraged to scatter the trath far and wide. Leone 


} o. broken silence of spiritual death. Every man is 
Afa, the well known Chinese evangelist, and | bound to preach the Losnel himself, or to help others 
another scarcely inferior to him, were converted | jo 


3 preach it, 

by this means. The former met with a tract,| What obligation rested on that missionary who, 
which caused him to apply to the devoted Gutz- | worn out with toil, has fallen in the field, leaving 
laff, and the result was his conversion. Butitis|his wife an early widow, and his children or- 
in Siam that I have chiefly witnessed the success | phans? what cblignlons rested on him, that do 
af tracts. When Mr. ‘Thomas and myself com-| not press with fearful incumbency on the profes- 
menced their distribution there, we Were 800N | sor of religion, who remains at home, and gives 
surrounded with crowds. Princes, priests and jevery energy to the accumulation of money ? 
eople, were all eager to possess our books. |T'ne same obligations rest on him, either to give 
eople from all the surrounding nations were | his personal services, or to give of his gains as 
there, and as we had tracts in most of the adja-|the Lord shall prosper him, for the support of 
cent languages, they were distributed, and were | those who are willing to spend and be spent in 
thus carried into all the surrounding countries. | the field. ‘This is the principle that is beginning 
—Nor was this without effect. The chaplain | to be understood, and, almost as soon as it is un- 
of the king of Siam received and read a tract, | derstood; it is embraced and acted on, with a 
he carried it into his pagoda and read it before | generosity and ardour worthy of American young 
his god ; and I have no doubt he believed it. He)men, ‘They are the glory of the land and the 
often visited us by night, and conversed with us/age; let them put furth their energies, and roll 
intelligently on almost every subject, but with | the tide of Gospel blessing over the whole earth. 
especial interest on Christianity, and his conver-} The exercises were enlivened by appropriate 
sation showed that he had gained knowledge | and excellent singing by the choir. Impressions, 
enough to become a converted man. I fear that | we hope were made, that will give a fresh impulse 
che has thus far resisted the light. Let me en-| to the young men in this cause. 
treat Christians to pray for the chaplain of the | 
king of Siam; in the train of whose conversion 
would follow incalculable blessings. 

Another priest, high in authority, sent to us 
and requested to see us, and to receive explana- 
tions of the doctrines we taught. His first ques- 
tion was respecting the Son of God, and whether 
the western world e next inquired as to 
distinction between the Son and the Father—in- $82,791. Balance $5,468. 
quired how an interest —- be secured in his| Dr. Peters, Secretary, then read a very lucid 
redemption; in short he asked questions relating |and animating report, containing the following 
to nearly all the principal doctrines of the Gos- | statements: ner 
pel, and which convinced us that-he knew the| Missionaries employed during the year, 719— 
way of salvation. The prince of Siam, who 18/484 of whom are pastors or stated supplies— 
expected to succeed to the crown, visited us, and|198 new appointments. Congregations aided, 
made it evident that he had gained from our tracts |} 1,050. Added to the church through the instru- 
knowledge enough to change his heart. Let me} mentality of these missionaries, during the year, 
forests him also, to your prayers. 4,500. Under their care, 40,000 Sunday School 

Mr. Sutton, missionary from Orissa, said that | scholars, 12,000 in Bible classes—70,000 pledged 
it had been his lot to labour by the walls of Jug- | to total abstinence. 
gernaut. This place is visited by five hundred) Pye Society would acknowledge the aid of its 
thousand pilgrims from all quarters every year. | a yyiliaries, to which it is much indebted for large 
Hence there is an nO for —* receipts. 
tracts In every direction and in many tongues. wie 6 
rejoice at you made for| From Massachusetts Missionary Association, 
China and other heathen lands, and should re- 
joice still more if you could do the same for India. 
I thank you for the five hundred dollars you have 
thus appropriated. 1 shall cause many to rejoice, 
when | isaen and tell them that I have this sum 
for the circulation of tracts. bh 

I will describe one of our evening’s labour in chure a 
the work of distribution when we are there. All dividuals. 
the missionaries go out, each with two or three 
men having bundles of tracts, and with others car- 
tying long sticks to keep the crowd at a distance, 
for otherwise, so great 1s the eagerness of the 
~— for tracts, we should be roughly han- 

ed. 


AMERICAN HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


This society held its ninth anniversary on 
Wednesday evening, May 13th, in Chatham 
street Chapel. 

Treasurer’s report was read, exhibiting the 
receipts of the year at $88,260—disbursements, 


W. Agency, N. Y. $10,000—W. Reserve Dom, 
M. Soc. $3,164—Illinois, $596. Besides these 


INCREASED SUCCESS. 


First year, 101 missionaries and agents. 
ast, 
Do. 130 congregations. 


Our first convert was a priest of Juggernaut. 


d with 


$23,213—Connecticut, $9,537—Maine, $5,561— 
Vermont, $2, 948—-Philadelphia Board of Agency, 
$5,539—New York Central Agency, $3000— 


larger, many smaller auxiliaries exist in single 
Two agents are supported by two in- 


719 

| Do. 1050 
1421 missionaries and agents and agents have 
been employad since the organization of the so- 
ciety, and amount of service performed 2726 years. 


ple manner, by a translation into words of the col-- 


oquial signs used by the pupils to distinguish ob- 
ects and their qualities. ‘This was done by some 
of the smallest of the peels, among whom we 
ould not but notice one little rose-bud, the sweet- 
est promise of a blossom we have set our eyes 
upon for many aday. ‘To this exercise succeed- 
d a number of others, by pupils somewhat more 
advanced. The objects of these was to exemplify 
a few of the processes of instraction, or to illus- 
trate pupils’ acquaintance with particular usages 
of language. hese things were necessarily 
crowded into a brief space, and this circumstance, 
added to the nature of the subject itself, prevented 
this part of the exhibition from being as satisfac- 
tory as could have been wished. Question and 
answer formed a part of the performance of this 
set of pupila. ‘The question—* why have you 
come here?” elicited from one little fellow the 
following very honest reply.—**In my opinion, 
}we have come to make a show and get praise.” 
Another answer was, ‘I think our directors wish 
to make the institution known.” 
The highest class was next brought forward.— 
These pupils having for the most part; nearly 
completed the tern of their education, were made 
to bear the burthen of the exhibition, and to sus- 
tain themselves against a battery of interrogato- 
riés, sent up on paper from individuals among the 
audience. ‘The manner in which they acquitted 
themselves, since to call it highly credjtable 
would be trifling praise, affords the highest proof 
of the incalculable value of education to the deaf 
and dumb. | 
Such was the variety here introduced that a 
minute account of each each exercise would be 
impossible. Phrases were constructed upon 
words proposed by the spectators. Questions, 
many of them proposed by the audience, were 
asked upon geography, history and arithmetic. 
An anecdote of some length was narrated in words 
by Mr. W. L. Stone, interpreted to the pupils in 
signs by the principal, dnd immediately reprodu- 
ced in writing by the pupils themselves on their 
slates. The accuracy with which the minutie of 
the story were preserved, in the several versions, 
was surprising; when it is considered that the 
story was new alike to the pupils and to the prin- 
cipal; and that though of some length, it was 
given all at once, and the writers were left to ar- 
range and embody the incidents in words without 
further aid. In communicating this story to the 
class, two proper names were spelle: (on the 
fingers) by the principal. ‘lhe rest was narrated 
by signs. While the class were occupied in 
making their translations, the audience were 
amused and delighted by the exhibition of signs 
for the passions, by Gilbert C. W. Gamage, an 
orphan son of the late Mentgarnier of the Com- 
mercial Advertiser, in past years. 

Miscellaneous questions were then received 
from the audience, proposed and answered with- 
out hesitation, and often with much felicity. 

The following was sent in :—** Dr. Cox, from 
England, is present here to-day. What do you 
wish him to say when he returns? Several ex- 
cellent answers were given to this. The follow- 
ing is amusing and we transcribe it. * After Dr. 
) Cox’s arrival in England, I hope he will tell the 
English people, that it is better that they should 
advise the French deputies to pay the President 
of the Union, without delay, lest the difficulties 
will perhaps take place between the Americans 
and the French soon.” 

Almost everyjexercise of the day was cut short 


by a tract, and led to visit the missionary station, | from 1600 to 2000. Added to the church on pro- 


and two years since he gave up all for Christ, | fession of faith, 25,000. ee 
There has not been scarcely a single convert in| ‘The Secretary then dwelt on its influence on 
which tracts have not been chiefly instrumental. | other organizations of benevolence ; and in refer- 
One of the first fruits of this convert’s Jabours was | ence to the prospects of the society said, They 
a woman, who stopped to rest under the tree be- | were pledged for $40,000, in advance, and were 
neath which he was singing a tract, a poem that | now opening rew stations in Canada and Texas 
embodied some of the doctrines of the Gospel. | and must soon look to the British possessions ge- 
It resulted in the conversion of her soul. nerally, on the north, to the republics of South 
Much is now doing in India to promote the} America, and even to Christian lands abroad. 
spread of Infidelity. Infidel buoks are sent from | They wait to be directed. In conclusion, the Se- 
England and this country; and the increasing|cretary, in view of the pressing want of men, 
knowledge of the English language causes the talent, and money, made an effecting appeal to 
poison to be drank in by thousands. The anti-| conscience, and admonished God’s people of the 
dote must be provided in your tracts. Religious | requisition of the master, * If any man will be my 
books are wanted for converts. ‘The London | disciple, let him deny himself, and take up his 
‘Tract Society has lately offered to furnish us with | crosa and follow me.” ; 
aper and now we want money to print with. 
he society has also given fifty pounds towards 
defraying the expense of publishing the Pilgrims COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 
Progress. Will you not help us? Lask youin! ‘The Colonization Society of New York held 
the name of dying millions, will you not help in| its anniversary meeting on Wedesster evening in 
this work 3 the Brick church in Beekman street. ‘The church 
| was crowded, and hundreds were unable to obtain 
ASSEMBLY’S BOARD OF EDUCATION. admission. President Duer, of Columbia Col- 


The Board of Education of the General As-| lege, who is president of the Society, took the 
sembly held a public meeting in the Brick church, | chair and read a long and able report from the 
on Tuesday —- The meeting was opened | Board of Managers. 
with prayer by the Rev. Cyrus Mason, of thiscity.| The printing of the report was moved by the 
The Rev. John Breckinridge, Secretary of the| Rev. Dr. Hewit, of Connecticut. In the course 
Board, made a few statements in relation to the| of his remarks, Dr. H. said it so happened that 
operations of the Board. A full report was not | the Colonization Society was a twin, as its sister 
given, as on account of the meeting of the Gen-/| was the Bible Society—as a statement of facts 
eral Assembly at Pittsburg, the necessary re- | would show. After Samue! J. Mills returned from 
turns had not all been received. It appears, how- | the exploring tour on which he was sent in com- 
ever, that the Board have under their patronage | pany with Mr. Smith to the South and West, he 
about seven hundred young men, and that the_re- | one day at the Andover Theological Seminary had 
ceipts of the treasury for the current year have{a long converson with Dr. Hewit on the condi- 
been abount $50,000. — tion of the whites and the blacks in the slave hold- 

Mr. B. stated that the Board were seeking to|ing states. Mr. Mills stated that he had become 
find one thousand young men who will preach | acquainted with a large nuinber of excellent men 
the Gospel by proxy, i. e. will support each a/ who were slave holders, and who were ready to 
student in a course of preparation for the minis- | manumit their slaves, if only any plan could be 
try; that nearly two hundred of this number | devised by which they could do so, consistently 
have already been found. ‘This effort is in addi-| with the laws of the States, and the happiness of 
tion to the ordinary efforts of the Board. The| those to be liberated. At that conversation, it 
som raised in New York for the Board}-during | was proposed that a Society of Inquiry on the 
the current year, is not far from $12,000. The| subject should be formed in the Seminary. Such 
city, Mr. B. remarked, had shown herself the me-/a society was formed. That Society sent out 
tropolis of benevolence, as well as of commercial | Mills and Burgess to England, and from the 
enterprise. : . report which they made on their return, proceeded 

The following resolutions were offered by the|the Bible Society in 1816, and the Colonization 
Rev. Mr. Gurley, Secretary of the American Co- Society. 


lonization Society ; Mr. Scrymser, late from Chi-| Rey, Dr, Fiak, President of the Methodist Col- 
na ; r Vail, Rev. lege at Middletown then addressed the audience, 
Cyrus Mason, and Kev. Dr. McUartee, of New | and was followed by Mr. Breckinridge who con- 
Yorks Rev. C. Van Ransselaer, and Dr. Halliday, |¢jyded his speech at ten o’clock. The intense 
all of whom, se ga _ last two, accompanied | interest manifested by the audience, induced Mr. 
their motions with addresses : y | Bethune to move an adjournment to Thursday 
Resolved, That as the field of Christian effort is | evening, at half past seven o'clock, at the same 
the world, the friends of this Board are urged by | place, which passed unanimously.—Jour. of Com. 
reatiy increased number of young men to go 7 
orth vith the commission of thes Savioor, a THE DEAF AND DUMB. 
convert all nations to the faith of .Christ. We have occasion at the same moment, to no- 
Resolved, That the institutions and the resour- | tice the interesting exhibition of the pupils belong- 
ces, the position and influence of our country, | ing to the institution for the instruction of the deaf 
conspire to give the world peculiar claims upon| and dumb, which took place on Tuesday morning, 
American young men. _ ; and the sixteenth annual report of the same in- 
Resolved, That the purity and perpetuity of our| stitution, which has just been issued from the 
free institutions are intimately connected, under | press in this city. — 
God, with a holy, learned and adequate ministry| The exhibition was held at the Chatham street 
of the Gospel. : Chapel, and was attended by a concourse of peo- 
Resolved, That the Board of Education in the | ple almost unparalleled, even among the overflow- 
Southern and south western States of the Ameri-| ing assemblages for which that spacious building 
ean Union, are peculiarly fitted to promote the| has always been remarkable, since it became a 
highest temporal and eternal interests of the slave | focus of interest to the pious and benevolent. At 
population. an early hour the body of the house was filled al- 
After the adoption of these resolutions, most exclusively with ladies, the pressure com- 
Mr. Breckinridge remarked, that he could not| pelling their attendants to retreat to the rear, and 
consent to close the meeting, without adding a| in most cases to be content with a place where to 
few to the many interesting remarks to which the | stand, seats being out of the question. 
kind audience had already listened. ‘The God of| At about half past nine, the pupils, to the 
the ¢ause had smiled with peculiar favour on the | number of nearly one hundred and forty, made 
efforts of the young men—the American young | their appearance, and took their seats in front of 
men. They have taken the posture in this that| the audience. The spectacle was a beautiful one: 
they ought, and are accustomed to take in all| and associated as it was with the recollection of 
other causes; they have taken it up with the en-| the peculiarity, by which the individuals who 
terprise, and the ardour, and the generosity | made it up were separated from their fellow be- 
which characterize American young men. The ings, it was fitted to produce an enduring impres- 
cause is now borne onwards b 
especially belongs—it is no longer left to our pointed hour of ten, the exercises were commenced 
mothers and sisters, but the strong and the active, | with prayer by the Rev.’ Dr. Dewitt, of -the 
the generous and the devoted, with the dew of | Reformed Dutch Church, after which Dr. Milnor, 


ry. 
The exercises Were commenced in a very sim- 


their youth fresh upon them, have given them-| the President, prefaced the exhibition with a brief | Julu, in the Island of Oahu, was selec 1 
1, no doubt, the object} address, in which he gave some account of the| station of a Seamen’s Chaplain, that port being | 
the securing a THOUSAND young | present state of the Institution; and made some | the chief place of resort for the whale ships. 

striking semarks upon the almost miraculously | Mr. Diell continues his very acceptable laboors 

regenerative power of the art of which it isa nur-| here. A convenient Chapel 
and two Reading-rooms for seamen, 
with a dwelling for the Chaplain. The Chapel 


amusing one of question and answer, Ws arrested 
as soon as a fair exhibition had beeg tiade of the 
perfect facility and promptness with which inter- 
rogatories puzzling perhaps to their propounders, 
could be answered by the class, in order to allow 
time for the preparation of the chapel for the 
chapel for the meeting of the Sunday School 
Union. Several questions remained in the hands 
of the Principal, unproposed, and others were 
coming in. 

Some exercises, intended to be pronounced, 
were of necessity, omitted. By particular re- 
quest, however, a recitation by signs took place, 
of the celebrated soliloquy from Addison’s Cato, 
which served to astonish many, not only at the 
possibility of rendering the meaning of the author 
into pantomine, but also at the extent to which the 
pantomimic representation could be intelligible to 
themselves. In conclusion, the Lord’s Prayer was 
beautifully rehearsed by an interesting young lady, 
in the same expressive language, accompanied by 
a literal translation, as the exercises proceeded, of 
the sign-idioms, (which differ widely from those of 
speech) into words, by the Principal. 

The audience were dismissed with a benedic- 
tion from the Rev. Dr. Milnor, and retired highly 
gratified. 


AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY, 
The meeting was held on Monday evening, in 
the Chapel in Chatham-street the i an of 
which was crowded to overflowing at an early 
hour. At half past seven o’clock, A. Van Sin- 
derin, Esq., the President, took the chair, and 
the exercises, were introduced with prayer by 
the Rev. Mr. Chickering of Portland, Me. The 
Rev. Greenleaf, Corresponding Secretary of the 
Society, then read the Annual Report, of which 
the following is an abstract :— 

_ The Society is principally occupied in sustain- 
ing Chaplains for Seamen in Foreign Ports; and 
the report is occupied chiefly with brief ac- 
counts of what has been done:at each of the dif- 
ferent stations. We notice them in their order. 


Canton, 


Rev, Edwin Stevens, Chaplain.—This is the 
oldest station. Mr. Stevens has pursued his 
labours steadily through the year, with no inter- 
ruption, except for about one month in September 
last, when In consequence of the troubles with 
the British government, the Chinese interdicted 
the passage of all boats on the river. The 
number of American vessels at Canton, during 
the last season was seventy-five. On board of 
twenty-two of these ships pablic worship was 
held on the Sabbath, and in some of them on 
several Sabbaths in succession. During the 
season there were also at Canton about ninety 
British vessels, and from twenty to twenty-five 
of other nations. Since the expiration of the 
charter of the British East India Company, and. 
the Wer of the port of Canton to free traders, 
the facilities for usefulness to the Seamen’s 
Chaplaia has been somewhat increased. While 
this barrier to free trade was kept up, British 
sailors very seldom, if ever, were allowed to 
mingle with those from other ships, even in a 
religious assembly. The free traders are under 
eatedly B ong the ——e of hoisting the Bethel 
lag on/an English vessel, while English offi- 
cers and sailors have frequently assembled on 
the deck of an American ship, for public wor- 
ship. The total number of ships at Canton in a 
year, reckoning all nations, is about two hun- 
dred. They are manned by at least four thou- 
sand sailors, a large proportion of whom can 
understand the English language, and are in a 
situation to receive benefit from the labours of a 
devoted Chaplain. The Chaplain can also do 
something for the advantage of Chinesg sailors 
and boatmen, and many thousands of these wjll 
eventually be brought under his influence. 


Havre. 
Rev. David De F. Ely, Chaplain.—Mr. Ely 
supplies the place of Mr. Mines, the first Chap- 
lain at that port, who left the station last Octo- 
ber. The Seamen’s congregation at Havre is 
not large. A small * upper room’ is the only 


those to whom it| sion on the mind of every beholder. At the ap- ee agataag and that place is unfavour- 


Sandwich Islands. 


Rev. John Diell, Chaplain.—The port of Hono- 
as the 


has been erected, — 
ther 


by the flight of time. ‘This last and perhaps most — 


no such restraint, and our Chaplain has re- — 
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RESBYTERIAN. 


‘was opened in the month of November, 1633 
and the Reading 


Every facility. is thus afforded to 


Teligious instruction; and severa) hopeful con-). 


Versions have taken place. In the year 1833, 
there ‘éntefed the port of Honolulu one hundred 
‘and ‘six’ ships’ ‘and ‘batques,* employed in “the 
whale fishery ;‘ and twenty ships, barques and 
brigs, and thtee sehooners, employed.in the mer- 
chants’ service. 
sand seamen are thus anouelly brought within 
the reach of our Chaplain, | 


Smyrna. 

The Rev, Josiah Brewer, Chaplain.—Mr. Brewer 
commenced a series of gratuitous labours for the 
beriefit of svilora'at Smyrna, more than a. year 
ago.’ ‘The number of American seamen at Smyr- 
na, being not Jarge, and the calls being urgent 
from other ports, and there being several mission- 


“7 brethren at that place, the Committee request- 


ed Mr. Brewer, in addition to his missionary 
work, to continue his labours among seamen, 
under the patronage of this society. 


Mobile Bay. | 

Rev, Albert Williams, Chaplain.—Mobile Bay 
is the resort of many: lafge slips, and something 
may be done for the benefit of seamen and boat- 
men atthe city. Mr. Williams commenced his 
labours at Mobile last October, and continues 
there to the present time. Meagures are taking 


‘at the city for the organization of a local society 


which will aid in the work. 


Havana, 
This port was explored in January last by Rev. 
J. A. Copp, au agent of this Society. ‘There are 
at Havana annually about one thousand sail of 
square rigged American vessels, about the same 


, number of Spanish, and half as many more 


of English, German, and French. ° At least 
ten thousand American seamen are at Havana 
every year, and the prospects of usefulness to a 


_ chaplain would be great. But there are many 


difficulties to be overcome, the principal of which 
arise from the exceeding jealousy of the govern- 


ment. 
' New Orleans. 


Mariners’ Church, which was commenced 


in New Orleans several years since, has long 
been in a ruinous condition. The basement 
story was finished, and leased for stores, but 


of the remainder of the building the walls only 


were raised. ‘I'he basement has been leased for 
$1600 per annum, and with this income, the debt 
iucurred for the erection of the building thus far, 
has been paid. 

Local Institutions. 

Stretching along the coast of the United States 
there are eighteen ports of more or less conse- 
quence, where there are organized societies for 
aiding in the moral and spiritual improvement of 
seamen, and in ten of these ports the preaching of 
the Gospel is regularly enjoyed, viz. in Portland, 


Salem, Boston, New Bedford, Mystic Bridge, 


New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Charleston, 
and Savannah. In Apalachicola, in West Flo- 
rida, a Seamen’s Friend Society has also been 
formed, 3 
The Lakes and Boatman's Cause. 

A new impulse has been given to this cause 
ducing the year past. At Troy and Utica the re- 
gular Bethel services have been usually con- 
tinued. ‘The chapel'at Oswego, which has long 
been closed, is again opened. .At Buffalo, a large 
subscription has been made for erection of a 
chapel, and the wérk is advancing. Some mea- 
sires have been taken for the erection of a 
Bethel Chapel at Pittsburgh; and a Bethel So- 


ciety has-been formed at Cincinnati. The chapel 


at Cleveland has been closed for the winter. A 
quarterly publication called ‘“*The Boatman’s 
Magazine” has been commenced, which promises 
to be a valuable auxiliary to the cause. — 


Fund. , 
The society was represented in debt last year, 
since which heavy drafta have been made on its 


treasury to pe or the Chapel, and Chaplains 


dwelling at the Sandwich Islands, to settle in part 
the arrears due for the labors of former years at 
Havre, to meet the current expenses of the Chap- 
Jains now in the field, and to send out others dur- 
jing the year. Since the last anniversary the 
Treasurer has received $12,367 71, and has paid 
out $12,242 56, leaving a balance of $125 15 in 
the Treasury; but there are outstanding debts 
against the society still uncancelled, a part o 
which is in drafts accepted, and soon becoming due 


_ of nearly three thousang dollars, so that a large 


sum must be raised during the present year to dis- 
charge these. debts, meet the current expenses, 
and set the society free. : 
Future ions. 

The society must not cease its operations till a 
Chaplain for seamen is stationed in every 4, port 
throughout the world. This work is now barely 


~ commenced. ‘The openings before us are ample and 


some of the demands for aid are pressing. Rio Ja- 
neiro, Batavia, and Singapore are ports of great 
importance at the present moment; and Liutin, 
Manilla, Calcutta, Bombay, Trieste, Cronstadt, 
Hamburg, Buenog Ayres, Callao, Valparaiso, 
with Lahaina, a large port in the Sandwich 
Islands, and Charles’ Island one of the Gali- 
pagos: are all places where sooner or later the 
Seamen’s Chaplain must be found. 


METHODIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The anniversary of this institution was cele- 
brated in the Methodist church, Green street, New 
York, on Monday last,—Bishop Hedding in the 
the chair. The Journal of Commerce states that 
altogether the proceedings were interesting in the 
highest degree, about 330 dollars were subscribed 
in aid of the Society’s missions. It appears from 
the report that the receipts of the Society, which 
in 1820 were only $823, now amount to about 
$40,000 per annum. The number of new missions 
established during the past year was 41, and the 
number of church members added, more than 4000. 
At the close of the meeting, a coloured man from 
Liberia was ordained to the ministry. 


For the Presbyterian. 
A CORRECTION. 


Mr. Editor,—In your paper of last Thursday, 
I observe an anonymous note, in which it is t- 
sinuafed that the “co-editor of The Philadel- 
phian (** during the absence of the Editor)” had 
* refused” an article, which was communicated 
for that paper, *¢on the ground that it was an at- 
tack upon the Editor. 

That the insinuation was intended to implicate 
me, is obvious, from the fact, that sometime be- 
fore the publication of the note, Mr. T. Brad- 
ford told me, that he considered me as the co- 
editor of The Philadelphian, and that the article 
in question would be published in The Presby- 
terian, with remarks similar to those which are 
contained ia the note. As therefore, it is evident 
that the note was designed to impute to me the 
agency by which the piece to which it refers was 
refected,—permit me, in your columns, to repeat 
what I replied to Mr. Bradford, and also to Mr. 
G. W. Blicht, (both having professed their in- 
_derest in the 
The Philadelphian, and that 1 had no agency in 
cejootog the article to which they alluded. | 
wishéth them to know that I had assumed no 
responsibility in relation to that, or any other 
article which had been offered, or might be of- 
fered for publication in The Philadelphian, ex- 
cept such as 1 might niyself, as a correspondent, 
communicate with my own name, or known sig- 
aatares, agreeably to the Editor’s note in his 
peper.of the 9th of April. , 

e piece was handed to me by the Publisher 
of The Philadelphian, but it was immediately re- 
turned enread, and without any remark, further 


than that I perceived it to be anonymous, and of 


personal concern between those who were inter- 
ested in it and the Editor; aud that he (the Pub 
fisher) could dispose of it as he deemed proper. 

| W. Scorr. 


May 16th, 1835. 


srooms ,in. March . followibg- 
for 


Between three und four thou-|. 


matter) that J was nor the co-editor of 


THE PRESBYTERIAN. | 


THURSDAY, May 21, 1835. 


Convenrion.—We are indebted to 
the Pittsburg Herald for the following notice of 
the organization of this importamt meeting. 


Thursday, May 14th, 1835, 12 o'clock, DM. 

The Convention which was called by the mi- 
nority of the last General Assembly, who publish- 
ed the Act and Testimony, met according to ap- 
pointment, in the 2nd Presbyterian charch in this 
city ; and was organized by calling the Rev. John 
Witherspoon, ot the. Presbytery of Harmony, to 
the Chair, as President pro tem. ; whqopened the 
meeting with prayer, ‘lhe Rev. Isaac V. Brown, 
of the Presbytery of New Brunswick, and the 
Rev. Thomas Alexander of South Alabama, were 
appointed Clerks. 

_ After the commissions were received, and ser- 
mon by the Rev. Dr, Blythe, the Convention was 
fully eaeeres by the election of the Rev. Ashbel 
Vice P Rev. J. Witherspoon, 
‘Vice President, the Rev. James. Culbertson 
and Rev. A. G: Fairchild, Secretaries. 

Forty-nine members present appeared on. the 
roil—and having appointed a standing committee 
of seven to examine such documents as might be 
presented for the action of the Convention, and 
agreed to devote the next day, (Friday,) to fast- 
ing, humiliation and prayer, the Convention ad- 
journed to meet on Saturday, the 16th, at 9 
o'clock. 
Concluded with prayer. ‘ 


By a letter received from a correspondent dated 
on Saturday 16th, we Jearn that Friday “ was 
spent in solemn religious exercises and that it was 
indeed a solemn day.” The same correspondent 
remarks, “Our Convention is respectable for 
numbers and talent and my hope of reformation in 
our beloved Church is stronger than when I left 
home.”? Even on Saturday all the members of 
the convention had not arrived in Pittsburg. 


Review or Barnes on Romans.—We have, at 
the earnest solicitation of several friends, com- 
nienced this week the republication of this arti- 
cle, and will continue it:in our next. It is long, 
but highly worthy of perusal; and the republi- 
cation of it may prove seasonable, as the work 
reviewed is widely circulated, and may, if its 
character bé not poioted out, be unhappily intro- 
duced into our Sabbath Schools. and Bible 
Classes, to give a first and wrong direction to 
the minds of our youth. | 


New York Anniversaries.—At this season of 
the year our readers must expect, the accounts 
of Anniversaries, the reports of Societies, and 
the proceedings of Ecclesiastical Councils, to 
the exclusion of other matter. 


Tue Western Metuopist complains that we 
should have predicted the eventual death of 
Arminianism, but forgets to advert to the fact, 
that in so dving, we were replying to a Metho- 
dist paper, which had gravely announced the 
speedy dissolution of Calviniem. Sensitive peo- 
ple should give no occasion for strife, and no one 
should provoke battle, who ia not prepared to 
encounter the hazards.of the contest. Indepen- 
dently of the guid‘pro quo principle, we do 
nevertheless believe that, that system i# destined 
to expire, which denies to the Omniscient God 
settled plan of government. | ae 


Honesty:—We recently inserted in our paper a 
brief communication, in which we were unjustly 
charged among other matters, with representing 
the Established Church of Scotland as a model 
of purity of doctrine, and in which an attempt 
was made to expose our inconsistencies. To 
this we appended a reply, which we presume 
was satisfactory to every intelligent reader. 

The New Haven Intelligencer with characteris- 
tic fairness copies the communication and says not 
a word about the answer ; thus making the Pres- 
byterian condemn itself without a word of de- 
fence. We would remind the Editor, that it 
might not be amiss to mingle a little more honesty, 
with his zeal against Presbyterianism. 


DIVISION OF THE CHURCH. 


Mr. Editor,—It appears to the writer from the 
tenor of the articles which, have for some time 
appeared in the Presbyterian and other papers of 
the same character, that a division of the charch 
is contemplated. Ijwould respectfully suggest to 
you, Sir, whether this cannot be effected amicably, 
and thereby save the church to which we both 
belong, from the disgrace, and injury which the 
present course of recrimination will assured! 
produce. J] am but an humble individual, an 
my opinion may have but little weight, but I 
would submit to your superior judgment—if the 
cause of the Kedeemer would not be less injured 
by a mutual agreement to divide the two parties, 
and by an equitable division of property. Certain I 
am that if the church is forcibly rent asunder, the 
Protestant cause will receive a blow from which it 
will never fully recover. The infidel and Catholic 
portion of our population, are looking with deep 
interest on the present state of our beloved Zion 
and rejoicing at every blow which the parties 

ive each other.. Pray, Sir, as you regard the 
interests of true religion be persuaded to make a 
proposition to some of the leaders of the New 
School party to separate as friends and not as bitter 
and irreconcilable enemies. I thiok from what I 
know of some of these gentlemen, they would re- 
ceive such a proposition with candour and would 
not hesitate to consent, in preference to a continu- 
ance of the present state of things. If this course 
should be adopted, peace and quietness would 
ensue, and you could present the truth to your 
congregations in such way as you thought best, 
without interfering with those who now give you 
so much trouble, and they of course would not 
interfere with you. The only question is, if we 
are to divide is it not better to do it amicably. 

| A LAYMAN OF THE NEW SCHOOL. 

Philadelphia, May 15th, 1835. 

Remarks ON THE ABOvVE.—However the wiiter 
of the above article may have interpreted the 
course pursued by our paper, we have never ad- 
vocated the division of the church. Our aim has 
been its reform, and return to the well established 
principles of Presbyterianism. If division should 
result, the fault will not rest with those, who 
have uniformly adhered to Presbyterian doctrine 
and government ; but of right must be attributed 
to those who have innovated upon settled princi- 
ples, and who by persisting in their infractions 
upon our constitution, create the necessity for 
schism. The Presbyterian Church once enjoyed 
harmony, and that harmony has been disturbed 
only by the introduction of doctrines and practices 
unknown to her standards. If a separation must 
ensue, it would be exceedingly: difficult to 


adjust it npon amicable terms, et least so far as 
‘it relates to a partition of property. This pro- 
perty has been acquired under a particular con- 


| stitution which has guaranteed its right uses and 


faithfal application. In other words it has been 
entrasted to the church professing its adherence 
to orthodox standards, and no provision is made 
for the alienation of any portion of it. It has 
been invested in various ways, for the express 
| purpose of aiding in the diffusion of the princi- 
ples of our formularies, and how can it right- 
fully be employed in the propagation of opposite 
principles ? The property of the church in equity 
belongs to those who maintain the unperverted 
principles of the church; and if in the course of 
conflict they shall be unjustly deprived of the 
whole of it, they will submit to the bereavement; 
but that they can ever voluntarily acquiesce in 
the diversion of any part of it from the object 


which a sense of duty will probably be found in 
opposition to the spirit of compromise. In the 
present posture of affairs we are unfriendly to 
division in every sense, and it is our aim, how- 
ever we may be misinterpreted, to prevent schism 
by urging a return to first principles. If we 
shall fail in our attempt, and as a reward be 
forcibly ejected, we trust we have so far counted 
the cost as to take “the spoiling of our goods 
joyfully,” for Christ’s sake. 


For Errect.—We have observed a paragraph 
going the rounds of a certain class of papers, 
originally inserted in the editorial department o 
The Philadelphian, for political effect; in wifich 
the increase to the communion lists of several 
Churches of the Elective Affinity Presbytery is 
ostentatiously paraded. This is not the first time 
that this has been done, just on the eve of the 
meeting of the General Assembly. The highly 
respectable and influential Church, of which the 
Rev. Henry A. Boardman is Pastor, a Church em- 
bracing perhaps, a greater amount of wealth, 
than any other in the city, is included in this 
statement. Mr. Boardman, it is true, is con- 
nected with that Presbytery, but every 6ne who 
knows his sentiments, and has heard him preach, 
must know that he is. an able opponent of all 
the dogmas of the New Light heresy, and that 
he entertains not one feeling of fondness for the 
Elective Affinity principle. If the Gospel pros- 
pers under his ministrations, the success must 
be attributed to the blessing of God upon his 
stern and uncompromising orthodoxy, and his utter 
abhorrence of the new fangled notions which 
have been set’ up as another gospel. The 
Philadelphian then being judge, it is evident, 
that: good effects may sometimes result from or- 
thodox preaching. 


Anotuer INTERPRETATION.—A correspondent 
in the Southern Religious Telegraph in speaking 
of the meeting of the West’ Hanover Presbytery 
says: ‘‘ Not a word was said among us about 
the Act andTestimony,” and then subjoins, with 
commendable modesty, “Jt is quite easy for bre- 
thren to get along pleasantly, when they have any 
tolerable measure of the spirit of piety.” Per- 
haps another interpretation might be given of this 
affair; for instance, ** The West Hanover Pres- 
bytery said not a word of the awful crisis to 
which error has reduced the Church, because 
they are destitute of even a tolerable measure of 
zeal for the truth of Chriat.’? It would have 
been quite_an easy matter for the Apostles to 
have got along pleasantly and without persecu- 
tion, if they had only agreed to say not a word to 
exasperate Jew or Gentile. | 


For the Presbyterian. 
A CORRECTION OF SEVERAL PEWHOLDERS 
OF THE FIFTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 


Mr. Editor,—The article in your paper of the 
14th inst., signed **SeveraL PewHoipers or THE 
Firta Pressytertan needs, think, a 
little correction. | 

I was present at the meeting of the Second 
Presbytery of Philadelphia, when Mr. Robert 
Earp made the offer referred to by Dr. Ely, in 
The Philadelphian of the 9th of April,—it was, 
‘that he (Mr. Earp) would take the property of 
those opposed to the settlement of Mr. Duffield, 
at the same rates at which it was sold during the 
-most prosperous periods of the Church. This 
was a bona fide offer; I know it to be such from 
the fact, that I was associated with him, in it. 

As to our “refusing to allow any other equally 
just claims against the property which we expect 
if not require them to release, as a condition for 
any object whatever,” the charge is just as gratui- 
tous as many others which the author of “several 
a holders of the Fifth Presbyterian church” 

as so unhesitatingly made. The time may come 
when it may be proper and necessary to unfold 
the whole truth in the case. 

As to the fact that a division of the Fifth Pres- 
byteriap church was desired and recommended, 
and by those too, who have * appealed from that 
act of Presbytery aud complained to the next Ge- 
neral Assembly, it is so notorious that the wonder 
is, how the author of “ several pew holders of the 
Fifth Presbyterian church,” could have been so 
long ignorant of it. I will-only refer him to the 
speech of one of his coadjutors on this subject be- 
fore the Presbytery during their session last 
fall, in the Rev. Mr. Boardmans Lecture Room; 
and to the following extract of a letter address- 
ed to the session of the Fifth Presbyterian church, 
by one of the elders, bearing date August, 1834. 
‘This letter was read before a very large meeting 
of the church. ‘1 believe (says he) there can be 
no amalgamation of the church, and would there- 
fore recommend that the members come together 
and decide with which part of the session they 
will associate, and whoever shall have a ma- 
jority of the session of the church, shall 
be the Fifth Presbyterian Church, the party 
forming the minority, shall petition Presbytery to 
be constituted into a new church.” This is the 
recommendation of one of the elders of the Fifth 
Presbyterian Church, though one of the present 
leading complainants against the division of that 
church. | 

Other facts equally conclusive could be adduced 
to show, that the complainants did desire a division 
of the Church (if) not such a one as the presbytery 
deemed expedient. 

_ I should not have troubled you with this correc- 
tion of an anonymous article, had I not deemed it 
calculated to prejudice the second. Presbytery of 
Philadelphia and the Church, under the care of 
the Rev. Mr. Duffield, before the General Assem- 
bly at Pittsburg. . THOMAS ELMES. 

May 16th., 1835, 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


LATEST FROM FRANCE. 


By the arrival at New-York, of the ship Citizen, Cap- 
tain Merchant, Havre papers to the 12th, and Paris tu the 
1lth of April, inclusive. have been received. 

The only matter of importance is a continuance of the 
debate in the Chambers, on the lndemnification bill. Mr. 
Biguon, a member, in a speech which he read from a pa- 


per, proposed that France offer the United States twelve 


contemplated in the original grant, is a point, in} 


millioes, and then negotiate for the balance. He said 
Fa America had first asked for 80 millious and then sunk 
to 25. und the plan would be similar, and ought 
not to be objected to by the Americans. The next day 
une of the members, in a very uoisy speech, declared that 
if.it was found necessary to vote against the bill, he would 
hove the impeachment of the Ministers. No attention 
was paid to him. The editor of the Havre gag says, 
however, that the impression is, that the bill for grauting 
the five million dollars will pass the Deputies by a majo- 
rity of fifty, notwithstanding the ameudment proposed by 
Mr. Biguon, 

General Soublette and O’Leary had arrived at Madrid 
from the Republics of Venezuela and New Granada, to 
negotiate for the acknowledgment of South American [n- 
dependence by Spain, They appear to have been kindly 
received, 

A curious publication, showing the number of victims 
that have been sacrificed by the Inquisition, had beeu 
published at Madrid. According to this statement, 105,285 
jell under ‘Torrequemada, 51,167 under Cisneros, 34,952 
under Diego Perez, ‘Those who suffered under the ln 


3 410.215. It is reckoued that 31,912 were burnt alive, 
15.659 suffered the punishment of the statue, and 291,400 
that of the penitentiaries. 500,000 families were destroyed 
by the Inquisition, aud it cost Spaiu alone, two millions of 


her children, 
BRAZIL. 
We have received a file of the Journal de Commercio, 
published at Rin Jaueiro, to the 19th of March, aud the 
Mcusageiro of Praia Grayde'to the saine date. 
It appears from these papers that the revolt of the 
blacks which took place at Bahia on the 24h and 25th of, 
January, was completely quelled on the following day, 


state. ‘The criminal court of Bahia condemned six ne- 
groes to be hanged, and 25 to one thousand lashes, which 
sentence was carried into effect in the public square on 
the 24th Feb. Abvat 50 free coloured people, suspected 
of being implicated in the plot—the main object of which. 
was to free all the slaves in the province, aud to murder 
all the whites—were banished from the Brazilian territo- 
ries; and in regard to a still greater number of slaves 
who were also found implicated, their masters were cuin- 
pelled to give very heavy security to save them froin im- 
prisoumenut, Great alarm prevails and strong measures 
have beeu taken to prevent further imsurrectivus among 
the uegrues.—N. Y¥. Courier and Enquirer. 


CAPE DE VERDS. 
Acconnts from the isle of St. Jago to the 4th April, state 
‘that in February last there arrived there, as the garrison 
of the island, 225 soldiers from Lisbon, who had served 
vader Don Miguel, and had surrens.ered by force to Don 
Pedro. ‘Their alticers were true Pedroites. Ou the night 
of the 24th of March, the soldiers congpired, seized their 
officers, and shot six of them, held the Prefect of the 
island in confinement, and after compelling him to pro- 
claim Don Miguel, robbed the public treasury and private 
dwellings of the valuables which they could inove, put 
them ou board the government schooner and a Brazilian 
brig, and sett sail, as they said, for Genoa, but it is be- 
lieved, they will be more likely to come to the United 
States. On the 30th of March, after their departure, the 
citizens who had fled aud the country people cutered the 
towu aud reproclamed Douna Maria. 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


‘Transylvania University—The annual commencement 
in the Medical department of ‘Transylvania University, 
took place on the 25th.of March, when the degree of 
M. D. was conferred on eighty-three young gentlemen. 

Packet Boat Stock—We are informed (says the Albany 
Eveuing Journal) that the Stockholders in the Utica and 
Schenectady Line of Packet Boats, divided sever hundred 

r cent, as the profits of the last season, A new line has 

u started this spring, but the fare is not reduced. 
They charge $3 50 for 80 miles, which is too much, as Is 
shown by their enormous dividend. 

Washington Rail. Road—The Baltimore Gazette says 
— A gentlemen from Washington within a fey days, has 
informed us that the Rail: Road between this city and 
Washington is progressing with _ rapidity, and there 
is no doubt that the whole line wil] be prepared fur travel- 
ling before the first of July.” 

Saratoga and White Hall Rail Road Company —We 


| understand it is the intention of the directors te cause this 


work to be commenced and completed without delay. 
The length of the road, extending from Saratoga Springs 
to Whitehall, will be about 40 miles, over a very favoura- 
ble country, not requiring stationary power. It will form 
au important link in the S ger thoroughfare from north to 
cos when finished, will, with the Laprarie and St. 
Johns, and Baltimore and Washington rail roads now in 

gress, afford an uninterrupted communication by st-am 

tween Quebec and Washington city, a distauce of more 
than 800 miles. 

Commerce of New York.—The number of arrivals a 
this port from foreign countries during the tnouth ef Janu- 
ary, was 144; February, 87; March, 124; April, 185. 
Total, 540, of which 78 were foreign vessels. t year 
during the same months, the number was 551. More last 
year, 11. The proportion of American vessels this year 
is much greater than it was last. A great many vessels 
are now due. ‘T'be number of passengers which arrived 
here in Jnnuary, was 409; February, 288; March, 421! 
April, 2316. Total. 3434. Iu the same months last year, 
6293. Less this year, 2859. This is encouraging. — New 
York Journal of Commerce. . 

Schools—A report has been made to the Council of 
Baltimore, on the subject of the public schools of that 
city, which gives a brief and general view of their condi- 
tion. They comprise now upwards of one thousand stu- 
dents, of. whom 635 are boys, and 365 girls. The interna 
arrangements of the schools are described as being of an 
excellent character, and the system of discipline as gentle 
and effective. The course of study adopted includes 
reading, writing, grammar, geography, history, and the 
first principles of algebra and mensuration ; needle work 
is also taught in the female schools. The committee 
state that the schools continue to increase in number, and 
that the prejudice which has existed against them Is last 
wearing away. 


Leather—The tanning of Leather. and the manufacture 
of articles in which it is principally used, are among the 
most important in this country, ranking third, if not 
second, in point of importance. Mr. Pitkin, in lis 
‘Statistics of the United States,” just published, says; 
“ The quantity of sole leather consumed in the United 
States-is estimated at 32,000,000 Ibs.. (which at 20 cents 
per Ib. is $6, 400,000.) The total annual value of the 
manufacture of this article in the United States, must in 
some measure he conjectured, It itis believed that it 
cannot be less than from 40 to 45 millions of dollars. 
This ‘estimate cannot be deemed too high, when it is con- 
sidered, that the value of boots and shoes alone for four- 
teen millions of people must be from 20 to $24,000,000 a 
year, allowing to each person for boots and shoes trom 
$2 to 24 a year. 

Remarkable Fact.—The American Journal of Science 
and the Arts, contains a detailed account with a diagram 
ofa snake found last summer in the wine cellar of Mr. 
David Evans, at Batavia, New York, suspended with his 
head dowuward to a spider web. The web was an in- 
verted cone of intersecting fibres, ending in a cord about 
the size of a silk thread. The tail was neatly spliced into 
a loop and hung to this cord, and a — fly—around 
which the cord was woven, had served as a windlass to 
draw the snake up. The length of the snake was nine 
inches; and his mouth was closely fettered by other cords. 
He was, however, alive when found, and undergoing 
mastication by the expert little kidnappers, who had en- 
trapped aud were feeding on this gigantic prey, ‘Their 


the snare, indicate a purpose and principle of intelligence 
adapted to the express occasion, which called for it, aud 
far beyond the monotonous routine of instinct, — 


New Printing Press.—The Boston Mercantile Journal 
describes a new press, invented with the last twelve 
months, by Mr. Otis Tufts, of Boston. This Power 
Press approaches nearer perfection, says the Journal 
than any thing we‘have yet seen. It is manufactured in 
the most neat and finished style, and combines all the ad- 
vantages of other presses, with several improvements 
which have never before been introduced, In this press 
two friskets dre used, by which means a person can be 
laying on a sheet at the same time that another one re- 
ceives the impression. The modes also of regulating the 
impression, and distributing the ink with greater unifor- 
mity, are very simple and ingenious. The machine is 
put in operation by turning a crank—and 700 or 1000 im- 
pressions may be worked off in an hour, This Press is 
one of the most perfect specimens of mechanism which 
we have seen, and is workea with but little noise or fric- 
tion. The first press of this description has been in ope- 
ration for about two months, at the Printing office of 
Munroe & Francis.—Boston Paper. 


Important Lawsuit.—A cause of considerable impor- 
tance is to be tried in the United States Circuit Court at 
Portland, Maine, the last Tuesday in June, in which Mr. 
Webster, we learn, is engaged as -counsel for the defen- 
\dants. It inyolves the question of title to Old ‘Town 
Falls, valuable mill sites ia the town of Orono, Maine, 
worth $200,000, The States of Massachusetts and 
Maine sold this property with warrantee, to Wadley, 
Purrington & Co. Gen. Vessey, of Bangor, also claims 
the fee, and removed to Ipswich, Mass., to enable him to 
bring the question into the Circuit Court. ‘The property 
was originally divided into shares, which are now in the 
market, says the Boston Advocate, selling for ten 
cent. advance, and form a part of the great gambling 
capital, upon which every body down East and else- 
where, are running to madness and ruin, in the terrible 
rage for speculation that is now preparing in‘its final re- 
sults, 10 sweep the country like a pestilence. 


Caution to Sabbath- Breakers.—On Sunday afternoon a 
boy about 12 years of age, left home, telling his mother 
he was going to the New Dutch Church; but instead of 
going to church, he made his way in company with an- 
other boy, to the Inclined Plane of the Morris Canal. 
Here he jumped on the side of an empty car which was 
moving up the Plane, and before he was aware of danger, 
found bimself jammed in between the frame of. the car 
and the side of the lock at the summit of the Plane. The 
space between the car and the timber of the lock through 
which he was forced iszvery small, not more perhaps 
than three or four inches, but being of a very small and 
delicate make, he was squeezed through without being 


extraordinary mechanism and skill in the construction of 


and that tranquility has not since beea disturbed iu that | 


quisitors who preceded these three monsters, amounted to fl 


‘ber of sheets issued daily. 


in families, is 2,500,000 dollars. 


efushed to death, He was however severely bruised, aod 
now lies dangerously ill of the weands. safest and 


most proper place for boys on Sunday, is at home, in the 
_ Fire and loss of Life.—On Wednesday morning, 13th 
inst. about extensive fire the 
large brick Distiller¥in Distil! House Square, Boston, 
owned by Mr. Jacob Tidd. and occupied by Mr. A. H. 
Bowman. The building was destro ogee its contents. 
Mr. Bowman was insured at the Merchant’s Insurance 
office for $6000; his loss he estimates at $9000. The 
fire was caused by the hot liquor overrunning the rectify- 
ing still, taking fire and communicating to the ram in t 
rear. A melancholy accident remams to be recorded. 
On the opposite side of the way, in another buildiag occu- 
pied by Barnard & ‘Trull as a distillery, a very extensive 
well was nearly completed, having already Nag groan 
into the bowels of the earth about sixty feet. At the time 
of the alarm, there were eight mea at the bottom, viz :— 
seven Irishmeu, and Mr. Bowman, the overseer, an Aime- 
rican. ‘The tub was down and nearly full, when those 
stationed above at the windlass, all Irishmen, alarmed, 
nay entirely bewildered, by the sudden bursting out of the 
ames, shouted to those below at the top of their lungs— 
hre—fire!—jump in and save yourselves, Notwithstaud- 
ing the remonstrayces of Mr. Bowman, who besought 
them to hold back, and go up two ata time, they all at 
once sprang at the tub, and as many as could got in, 
Some clung to the rope, and others hung on te the side, 
and called out to those above tu hoist away. ‘This was 
done, aud no accident oceurred till they were within 15 
or 20 feet of the surface,.whea three of them fell from 
alarw or exhaustion, and Mr. James Burns, striking upou 
a rock, was immediately killed. ‘The other two were very 
much injured, but to what exteut we have been unable to 
ascertaiu. 


Mr. Bowman is entitled to great deal of credit for his 
presence of mind, and juckily escaped uninjured. Had 
the frishinen possessed a particle of the same qualifica- 
tion, not the least injury would have ensued, as the well 
was in a different building, aud there was iu fact uo real 
danger whatever.— Gazetig. 


Fire.—Death of Five Persons.—At two o’clock, on 
Tuesday morning, 12th inst. a tire broke out in a two 
story brick front house, No. 4, Front street, New York, 
occupied by Mr. Dalton, oii the lower floor, as a grocery, 
aud by several families above. The flames spread so 
rapidly that the inmates of the house, near twenty in 


‘number, would all have perisied had they not, in part, re- 


treated from their slumbers, through. the second story 
wiudows. Que of the families was that of a labourer, by 
the name of Mooney, who, in making his escape, fell upon 
the pavement, aud broke his ley ; and is so much injured 
otberwise, that his situation is deemed critical, He was 


followed to the window by his eldest son, aged ten years, 


who, recollecting that his mother, and the other children, 
one seven and one a year old, were leit behind, weat to 
their relief, but the flames prevented his noble purpose, 
aud all four perished. ‘The remaius of avother victim to 
the fire have been discovered. He was a young mau, an 
Irishinan by birth, just arrived from St. Johu, N. B. His 
christian. name was John,—siruame not ascertained. 
Mooney, whuse wife and three children, consututing his 


| Whole family, perished in the flames, is uow at the Hos- 


pital, having suffered severely by jumping from the win- 
dow of the third story. Another person w — trom 
the wiudow, had a leg broken. The whole uumber of 


' | persons in the house, i. ¢. above the lower story, when the 


fire broke out, was 13; of whom five perished,—and six 
escaped more or less injured. Mrs. Mooney, on finding 
that the house was in flaines, ran to the window, and bemg 
told to jump out as her only chance of escape, ran back 
dcoubiless for her children, but was not seen afterwards. 


Another distressing Fire.—On Friday morning, 15th 
inst, at half past one o’clock, a fire broke out im a garret 
of an almost acute angular brick building, trouting the 
fork or juuction of Grove jand Christopher streets, 
which, iu less than an hour was nearly destroyed, a por- 
tion of the Jower part only remaining, and that much in- 
jured. The house was divided into six apartments, and 
was two stories high, the garret of which was in common, 
or had nowual divisions ouly, aud was occupied by seven 
families. ‘I'here was not probably a house of its size in 
the city more densely crowded with inhabitants, than this 
for we are comet by respectable neighbours, that it 
contained nyt less than thirty families, which were, as 
they believe, those of poor Irish labourers. Those in the 
second stury and in the garret, were awakened so sudden- 
ly by the smoke and flames, that they had scarcely time 
to retreat with the children. They were found i the 
street naked, without the possibility of returnmg for their 
clothes, as the fire had cut off ali access to ‘heir apart- 
meuts. 


_ Ohio and Michigqn.—We learn that the U. S. Commis- 
siouers, Mr. Rush, of our own neighbourhood, aud Col. 
Howard, of Baltimore, have left the disputed ground on 
the borders of the Ohio and Michigan, and are on their re- 
turn, With their co-operating exertions, peace has been 
restored in that quarter, at all eveuts for the present. It 
is understood thatthe Legislature of Ohio is to be called 
together, and that a reasonable prospect now exists of a 
temporary arrangement of thi. unhappy, and, at one mo- 
meut, meuacing dispute, until Congress and the Judiciary 
can act upon it, Fortuuately uo blood has beea shed 
Pennsylvanian. 


Shocking Aecident.—We learn that as the northern stage 
was passing over Culpepper’s Bridge, betweeu Halitax 
aud Louisburg, on the 9th iust. on its route to this city, 
tie feet of ove of the horses got caught in a hole, which so 
alarmed the others that they started to ran and upset the 
cuach. Several of the passengers were seriously tujured. 
Que had his back brokeu, and, it is said, cannot pussibly 
survive ; the driver, also, we are informed, was in a dying 
state. ‘I'wo or three of the horses were either killed or 
drowned, ‘These are all the particulars we bave been 
able to glean. — Raleigh (N. C.) Register. 

Health of New Orleans.—The New Orleans Bee states 
that several cases of cholera aud of sina:/pox had occur- 
red in that city, previous to the 25th ult.; the former justly 
attributable to mtemperauce and imprudeuce; aud the 
latter is not very tormidable in its appearance. 


Melancholy Event.—Mr. James Stewart, with his wife 
and niece, residents near Monrve, Butier county, Ohio, 
on the 4th inst. set out in a wagon for Cincinnati, Svon 
after they passed Monroe, a tree, standing near the road. 
bruke otf a small space from the ground—the body fell 
upon the wagou aud crusbed all three persons to death. 
"Lhe horses escaped unhurt. ‘The atmosphere was entire- 
ly tree from wind, Mr. Stewart aud his faimly were 
highly respectable, and their death so unexpected, and 
iu such a shocking mandner, produced a heart-rending seu- 
sation i their neighbourhood. 


Fast Sailing —The New York Mercantile Advertiser 
says—‘‘ ‘I'he Constitution frigate is said to be the fastest 
sailing vessel belonging to the United States, yet she only 
kept pace on her passage to Havre with the packet ship 
Havre, both having left this port on the 16th March, aud 
botd arrived at Havre on the same day, (9th of April,) 
the latter a few hours ahead. But the packet ship Bri- 
taunia, which also sailed in company with the Coustitu- 
tion, arrived at Liverpool ou the Jth, aud beat the latter 
oue day in her passage.” 

Facts from Williams’ Annual Register.—There are in 
the State of New York 56 counties, 781 towns and 9 cities 
There are 116 incorpurated villages m the state. ‘The in- 
corporated villages are governed by a President and 
"Trustees, generally five iu nuinber, who are elected auuu- 
ally by the people. A state census is to be taken this 
year. ‘I'he total oumber of Pust-oflices in the state is 
1,703. There are 200 newspapers printed in this state, 
besides several magaziues. Papers are published in all 
the organized counties of the state except Franklin aud 
Putwam. ‘here are 23 daily papers, 15 printed in the 


‘cuy of New York, 3 in Albauy, 3m Troy, 2 in Buffalo, 1 


in Brooklyn. and | in Rochester. In the city of New 
York there are 65 papers pubiished exclusive of Maga- 
zines ; 15 daily, 11 semi-weekly, 31 weekly, 3 semi- 
mouthly, and 5 mouthly. The average circulation of the 
ten large daily papers.1s about 1,700, or 17,000 total num- 
The total value of woollens 
manufactured yearly in this state, exclusive of those made 
‘The total value of all 
manufactures o/ irou m the state, is estimated at abuut 
4,000,000 dollars. 

Accident.—A few days since, at Otis, Truman, son of 
Truman ‘Tuttle, aged 5 years, in company with an elder 
brother aged 7 years, aud a younger brother aged 3 years, 
became possessed of a gun, loaded with powder and shot, 
in the absence of their parents.— While handling the guu, 
it discharged; and the contents entered the head of Fru: 
man, who after languishing a lew hours, died. ; 


Steamboat Disasters.—There is no certain remedy for 
these accidents, says the National Intelligencer, but to 
make the owners o/ the boats sweat for them. A penalty 
of $5,000 for the death, and $1,000 for the damage of 
every individual, caused by the bursting of boilers, would 
soon put a stop to such occurrences, for they are all the 
result of negligence, iucapacity, or culpable mismanage- 
ment, 


Too Careful.—A few days since, an old man called at 
the Bank of the United States, and took away a bag con- 
taing a thousand Spanish pillar dollars, which bag and 
dollars he deposited tor safe keeping seventeen years ago. 
At the time the deposit was made, the Cashier urged that 
he should be allowed to loan the money on bond and 
mortgage. But the man said he believed it would be safe 
in the vault of the Bank. lt has been safe, for the old man 
finds his bag and dollars just as he left them ; but ifhe had 
permitted the money tobe used, it would have been quite 
as saje, and the Cashier remarked, that he should in that 
case have had full four 3 to pay him. | 
The old.man has now screwed up his resolution and part- 
ed with his long Joved dollars, at two per cent. premium. 

Savings Institutions.— Within the last month or two no 
less than six or eight Savings Institutions have been esta- 
rset in Various sections of the city aud county of Phila- 
deiphia. 

iberality—Mr. D’Wolf, of Bristol, (R. 1.,) has 
chased aud presented to that town, the Moant ope | 
Academy. 


Steamboat Mogul.—The last Missouri Republican an- 
nounces the arrival of the splendid steamboat Mogul, at | 
that port from New Orleans. She is the largest boat that 
ever ascended to St. Louis; being capable of carrying 
seven hundred tous down stream. 

Sla in Missouri.—A convention lias been proposed 
in Missouri, having for its object so to remodel the consti- 
tution as to provide for the gradual abolition of Slavery 
in that state. Several leading papers advocate this mea: | 


Distressing Accident.—Uur Rail-road has agaia been 
made the scene of one of those melancholy and distressing 
accidents which have of late age with fearful ra- 
pidity. -Ow Tuesday last, as Mr. m Hambright, a 
young man im the employ of Mensrs Réitzel & Modder- 
well, Commission Merchants, was aborit startivg from 
their storehouse in this city, with a heavily inden car, tle 
horse became and had proceeded hii a few 
before the car was thrown off the track with such vieleace 
asto precipitate Mr. H. (who was driving.) direetly in 
front of the wheels, which passed over his body and near- 
lv severed it in two. He wax carried into the Botel of 
Mr. Hull, where the best medical assistance was imme- 
diately rendered him, but in vain. He lingered until 
abeut three o’clock in the afternoon, when with much pa- 
tience and resignation, he yielded up bis spirit into the 
bands of Him who gave it.—J.ancaster, (Pa.} Examiner. 


Proxies and Perjuries.—We fiad iv the Baltimore 
Chronicle, the following notice. 

“ The business of obtaining proxies for subseriptions to 
the Merchant’s Bank in this city, has beeg carried on to # 
very great extent. We saw yesterday afternoon, a large 
roll of the proxies, which had been regularly sworn to as 
but as the names were all in the same’ 

and writing. and some of the persons were known to have 
been dead for some time, the individual whe furnished the 
lists was committed to prison for perjary.”’ 

It would seem that the lust of gain predominated over 
honesty. How extensive such a course of proceeding 
has been, it is difficult to say ; but the temptations have 
been very great.—U. S. Guzette. 

_Rail Road in the City.—At a meeting ef the City Coun- 
cils on ‘Thursda y evening, a member presented the report 
of a majority of the Commissioners appoinied some time 
since to inquire into and report upon the best means of 
connecting the business of the Rail Road in Broad streea 
with the business : i of the city and with the rivera, Wt 
understand that the report contemplated the removal. at 
some futare time, of the market houses from High street — 
pointing out different locations tor the market, but in the 
meantime. to extend rail ways down Market street to 
Enghth, down Eighth, Walnut and Dock street to the De- 
laware. and also westwardly up Market street to the 
Schuylkill, to the improvements. This wt was accom- 
panied by a renort from Mr. Stichlaud, employed as Eu- 
gineer by the Commissioners. 

. Another member also presented another report frow a 
minority of the Commissioners, assenting to all the gene- 
ral views of the majority. excepting their wish to have the 
rail way, instead of running down Eighth, extend down 
High street, in single track on each side the market, ax a 
temporary measure, until the more extended views of the 
Commissioners should be accomplished. ‘The whole were 
ordered to be immediately printed.—U. S. Gazette. 

Fatal Juggling.—A Juggler by the name of Wheeler, 
alias Curtis. a few days since, while iu the exercise of his 
vocation, running a sword down his throat, perforated 
= vital part, which caused his justant death.— Br falo 
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AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION. 


The Annual Sermon will be preached before the So- 
ciety by the Rev. George W. Bladgen. of Boston, on 
Monday the 25th inst. in the Central Church, corner of 
Eigith and Cherry streets. The services will commence 
quarter before 8 o’clock, P. M. 

The Eleventh Anniversary of the Society will be held 
in the Church on Washington Square. on Tessday atier- 
noon the 26th inst. at-half past 3 o’clock.—An abstract of 
the anges Report will be read, and several addresses 
mac e, 

The members of the Society, Clergymen, Sunda 
School Superintendents and Teachers, aud other frieuds 
of the Tustitution, are invited tu attend. 


ORPHAN ASYLUM. 


The Reverend J. W. James, Rector of Christ’s Pra- 
testant Episcopal Church, is engaged to preach at the 
Philadelphia Orphan Asylum, next Sabbath afternoon, at 
half past three vo’clock. 


PRINCETON THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


The Subscriber acknowledges the receipt of $14 50, 
from the Pearl-street Caurch, New-York, in addition to 
the collection in the same Church, acknowledged last 
week, for Professors’ Salaries, in the Theological Semi- 
nary, at Princeton. JOHN M’DOWELL. 

Philadelphia, May 20th, 1835. 7 


UNION MINSTREL—NEW EDITION. 
NEW EDITION of this work, with 29 additional 
pieces of music, js just published. This book, design- . 

ed for the uxe of Sabbath Schools and Juvenile Classes, 
was prepared for the American Sunday School Union by 
Thomas Hastings. Plain instructions are given in the ru- 
diments ; and the poetry and music are simple and chaste. 
Price 18 3-4 cents. ‘To be bad at the Book Store, 149 
Chestnut-street. 


NEW BOOKS. 


HE works of Mrs. Sherwood, vol. 9, coutaining the first 
(part of the Lady of the Manor. : 
Christian Union; or, an argument fur the Abolition of 
n Essay o jou. 
Onderdonty geueration. By Rt. Rev 
‘ctures to Young People. By Wm. B. Sprague, D. 
D.—(with an Introduct d b 
Dy Paint uctory address, by Samuel Miller, D. 
__ The works of Hannah More, complete in 1 vol. 8vo. aud 
in two vols. 8yo. Harper’s edition. | 
MEMOIRS OF SWARTZ. 


Memoirs of the Life and Correspondence of the Rev. 
Christian Frederick Swartz. ‘lo which is prefixed, a 
sketch of the history of Christianity in ludia. By Hugh 
Pearsun, D. D, | 


THE ABORIGINAL PORT FOLIO. " 

Being a collection of Indian Portraits. Painted from 
life by J. O. Lewis, at the different Indian Treaties, held 
in the north-west part of the United Siates, in the years 
1825—26—27—28 

Specimeus of the work may be seen, and subscriptions 
‘received at the Store of the Subscriber. 

HENRY PERKINS, 159, Chestnut-street. 


Henry U. 


RARE AND VALUABLE BOOKS. _ 


B baci received, Poole’s Synopsis, 5 vols. folio, London 
edition, Aug. Pteifferi Opera Omnia que Extant Phi- 
lologica. 2 vols. 4to. Fr. Ad. Lampe Commentarius in 
Evangelicum Joannis, 3 vols. 4tu. Do. Dissertations ou 
Philology and Theology, 2 vols. 4to. do. Delineatio Theo- 
logivw, I vol 4to. A. Roell’s Commentaries on the Ephe- 
sians, 2 vols. 4to. Historia et Antiquitates Universitatis 
Oxoniensis, vol. folio. ‘Turrettins Theologia Elencthica, 
4 vols. 4to. H Witsii Miscellanea Sacra, 2 vols, 4to0, do. 
Symbolum. 1 vol. 4tv, do. Egyptiaca, I vol. 410. do. Ov- 
couomia Foederum Dei, 1 vol. 40. do. Meletemata Lei- 
densia. I vol. 4to. Theologie Practice Pars Prior Aue- 
tore Johanne Hoornbeck, | vol. 4to. Vindiciarum Bibli- 
caruwn Pruckuero, 1 vol. folio. Robinsoni Annales Mun- 
di, 1 vol. folio. De Leonis Magni, 1 vol. folio. Trommii 
Concordantie Gracee, 2 vols. folio. Gussetins Commen- 
Heb, Ling. 1 vol. folio. Twiss’é works. 2 vols. folio. 
Locke’s do 3 do, Chrysisdomis’ do. 4 do. Jerome’s do. 5 
do. B. De More’s Commentary. 6 vols, 410. Michaelis lu 
Hagiographos, 3 toms. Vetus Testamentum ex Versione 
Septuagiuta Interpretum Cura Lamberti Kos,. 1 vol. 4to. 
Wolfius in IV, Evangelia et Acta Apostolorum,5 vols. 4te. 
Vetus Testamentum ex Versione Septuaginta Interpretum 
J.J. Bretingerii, 4 vols. 4t0. Blackwall’s Sacred Classics, 
2 vols. 4t0. Guyse’s Paraphrase, 6 vols. 8vo. Wollaston’s 
Religion of Nature, 2 vols. 8vo. Gordon on the Church 
Catechism, 3 vols. 8vo. do. Discourses on the Homilies, 2 
vols. 8vo. Gurnall’s Christian Armour, 4 vols. 8vo. Hoo- 
ker’s Ecclesiastical Polity, 3 vols, Bvo. Newton’s Princi- 
pia, 2 vols. 8vo. Archbishop Tillotson’s works, 2 vols, fo- 
lio. Burret on the Articles, 1 vol. Svo. 


And will shortly be published, a new edition of “ Faber 


on Infidelity ,” 1 vol. 12mo. 
J. WHETHAM, 
Theological Bookseller, 22 South Fourth-street. 


NEW TRACTS. 

RECENTLY published hy the American Tract Society 
and for sale at the Philadelphia ‘l'ract Depository, 

Fifth-street, 3 doors south of Market-street, 

Call and Qualifications for the Gospel Ministry. By the 

Rev. Dr. Emerson, closing with an appeal to Young Men, 

to Parents, Teachers and Ministers. 

will give Liberally,” aud The Great Alternative’ 

‘‘ Harvest Perishing for want o bourers,” b 

Rev. Mr. Scudder. 

‘‘The Poor Man’s House repaired; or, the Wretched 

made Happy.” 

“ Jud nt Day.” 

“ Swriking Fulfilment of Prophecy.” “ Visiting on the, 
Sabbath,” *‘ Strive to enter iu at the Straight Gate~”’ 
Also, for sale as above—the Tracts published by the 
Episcopal aud Presbyterian ‘Tract Societies, and those of 
the Doctrinal Tract Society, among which are—The Fal] 


' Agency of Man. ‘Things Secret, aud Thing 


please direct to 


of Man. Covenant of Redemptiou. Doctrine of Elec. 
tion. Decrees of God cdnsistunt with the Free Moral 
Revealed, 
Perseverance of the Sats. Disappoiotment at the lasi 


regular series of Tracts now published by the 
Awmericau Tract Society, amouat to 317, are pripted on 
fine paper and sold at the rate of fifteen pages 


for one dollar. 
Societies or individuals, ordering pablications will 

. FLINT 
Agent of the Tract and Temperance Depasi No. 
1 1-2 South Fitth-street. No 
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OF Tumerous*prsterity. ‘The faith 
which..Abraham exercised was, that his pos- 
terity shogld be like ‘the stars of heaven in 
number,” p. 94. Again,“ Abraham showed 
-his faich mainly ia Gonfiding in the promises 
of God, respecting numeroys posterity. 
This-was' the leading truth made“known to 
bim; and this he believed.” p. 103. He thus 
makes-the,main point of the promise to Abra- 
‘hamrtobe, that his posterity should be. very 
numerous. It is, however, to be remembered, 
that it was expressly declared to the patriarch, 
that in him, or in his seed, all the nations of 
the earth should be blessed. This declara- 
tion, we know from Paul’s own explicit state- 
‘ment, iticluded the promise of Christ; he was 
‘the seed:.in. whom all.nations were to be 
‘blessed: See ‘Gal. iii. 16. Accordingly, in 
‘this ‘chapter, as well as in Gal. iii, 14, he 
: of the blessings of redemption as that 
which was to come on the Gentiles, and calls 
it “ the blessing of Abraham,” i. e. the bless- 
ing promised to Abraham. This promise is 
the one which Paul especially refers to in the 
chapter just cited, and which was included 
in the promise that he should have a son, and 
that his posterity should me multiplied.. 
‘It was therefore not a simple declaration as to 
the number of his descendants, that Abraham 
believed. That the patriarch understood these 
‘promises us the apostle has explained them, is 
stated in almost express terms by our Saviour 
wheohe said, “ Abraham rejoiced to see my 
day, and he saw it, and was glad.” Mr. B. 
seems to think that the Old Testament dis- 
pensation was one of total darkness, or to for- 
get that redemption is the one grand idea of 
the Bible ; the middle point of all God’s re- 
velations. ‘To our first parents was at least 
given the assurance of deliverance ; and from 
the institution of sacrifices, in all probatility, 
the mode of deliverance was made known. 
The human heart was then what it is now. 
The necessity of an Atonement, and of a Re- 
deemer, which every man convinced of the 
nature and ill desert of sin now feels, must 
have been felt then, for it has been felt 
in all ages. and parts of the world, and arises 
out of the very elements of our moral nature. 
The neceasity of redemption is the one great 
necessity of sinners. And the promise hav- 
ing once been given and recorded, would be 
the turning point of all the hopes and anx- 
ieties of the soul, then, as it is now. As this 
original promise by subsequent revelations 
was explained and confirmed, it was still less 
likely to be left out of view. To Abraham 
it was made known that the great expected 
blessing, in which all the nations of the earth 
were to participate, was to be secured through 
hisseed.. This was the great promise to him; 
this was the main object of his faith; this it 
was, which he saw and was glad. It is a 
great mistake, therefo:e, to push the ancient 
patriarchs so far into the night of mere natu- 
ral religion, or to suppose that the piety of 
te Old Testament was so different from that 
of the New. If, as Mr. B. thinks and asserts 
so strongly in his Notes on chap. v. 12, many 
err in carrying back tvo much of the light of 
subsequent revelations to the interpretations 
of the words and phrases of the earlier de- 
clarations of the Scriptures, he unquestiona- 
ably errs on the other and more unfortunate 
At the top of p. 94, we meet with the fol- 
lowing singular remark. “ Faith is always 
an‘act of the mind: It is not a created essence 
placed within the mind. _ It is not a substance 
created independently of the soul, and placed 
within it -by almighty power. It is not a 
principle, for the expression, a principe. of 
faith, is as unmeaning as a principle of joy, or 
a principle of sorrow, or a principle of re- 
morse.” There is in itself no harm in this 
remark, any more than in saying faith is not 
a house, or a tree, or a river, which we pre- 
sume has been as often held and said, as that 
it is a created essence, or substance created 
independently of the soul. The subsequent 
sentence about principles, however, seems to 
intimate, what otherwise we should have been 
slow to imagine, that the remark in question 
was designed to have a bearing on the ques- 
tion, whether dispositions and acts admit of 


_ being properly distinguished. ‘As such we 


are willing to let it pass for what it is worth. 
We presume that the expression “ principle 
of faith,” which sounds new to our ears, if 
used at all, is to be understood as Mr. B. 
wishes it to be understood, when he tells us, 
p. 103, the faith of Abraham and that of 
Christians “istherefore the same tn princt- 
ple, though it may have reference to different 
objects.” 

Another illustration of the state of Mr. B.’s 
mind on certain doctrinal questions, and of the 
manner in which heconnects them with passa- 
ges, which would seem hardly able to suggest 
such ideas, is afforded by his remarks on the 
clause, we were yet without strength, p. 108. 
If the word é33evw» is here understood in its 
moral sense as denoting “ inability or feeble- 
ness with regard to any undertaking or duty,” 
it ig very correctly stated, that it must be 
taken in reference to the point of which the 
Apostle is here speaking, viz: the means of 
reconciliation te God ; we had no strength to 
effect this great purpose. But we demur 
wien Mr. B. adds, * The remark of the Apos- 
tl: here has reference only to the condition 
of the race before the atonement was made. 
It does not pertain to the question whether 
man'has'strength to repent and believe now 
that. the atonement..is made, which is a very 
different inquiry.” It-is no doubt true if the 
word is used in reference to our want of 
ability to make an atonement, it has no bear- 
ing on the question as to our ability to repent 
and believe. But how it hence follows that 
the Apostle’s remark has reference only to 


, the’ state of man before the atonement was 


made, we cannot discover. Are.not men just 
as unable now to make an atonement for their 
sins as they ever were? If the words un- 
godly, sinners, enemies, used in this context, 
are applicable to the present state of man, 
why not the word weak also? The moral 
state of man, or humah characteris not changed 
by the atonement. That is, men are as truly 
weak, ungodly, sinners and enemies in their 
natural state now as they ever were. Paul 
speaks of the relation of men to God, as help- 
less and unworthy. It was for such Christ 
died; and such are we as really and fully as 
any generation of the children of inen. The 
remark, therefore, is not correct, that the 
Apostle’s declaration is to be confined to the 
state of man before the advent. | 
In his exposition of the important passage, 
ch. v. 12—21, Mr. B. agrees so closely with 
Professor Stuart, that there is no necessity for 
our entering at any length into the examina- 
tion of this part of his work ; Professor Stuart’s 
commentary on this passage having been so 
fully discussed in a former number of this 
Review. As we are at present considering 
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the exegetical, rather than the doctrmal char. 
acter of these notes, we shall confine our- 
selves to a very few minor points. We see 
the same want of accuracy aod philological 
correctness here, as in other parts of the book. 
On the very first words é.a,rovro we find Mr. 
B. completely at a loss. That they are pro- 
perly inferential cannot be questioned ; but, 
uofortunately, those who are are opposed to 
the common interpretation of the whole pas- 
sage, cannot see from what the inference is 
drawn ; for if the natural force of the words. 
be adopted, it leads them directly into the 
old orthodox view of the passage; a consum- 
mation not to be endured. Various, therefore, 
are the devices to turn this sharp corner. Mr. 
B. explains it thus, “* Wherefore, on this ac- 
count. ‘This is not an inference from what 
has gone before, but a continuance of the de- 
sign of the Apostle to show the advantages 
of the plan of ‘justification by faith.” ‘On 
this account it is a matter of joy. It meets 
the ills of a fallen race,” &c. Immediately 
after he says, “In respect to this state of 
things into which man has fallen, the benefits 
of the plan may be seen, as adapted to heal 
the maladies,” &c¢. Here we have, in the 
first place; two equally unnatural and at the 
same time inconsistent interpretations of the 
same words. First they are made to mean 
On account of; and then in respect to this. 
Nor is this all, there afe introduced into the 
text ideas for which the words themselves 
give not a shitdow of foundation. In the for- 
mer of these two expositions, we have, it is 
also a mutter +f joy, and in the latter, state of 
things into which man has fallen. Here is 
the introduction of entirely foreign matter. It 
is neither in the text, nor in the context. We 
may safely say it is an absolute impossibility 
that the passage can have this meaning. The 
Apostle says, ‘* Wherefore, as by one man sin 
entered into the world,” &c. Let any man 
compare these words with Mr. B.’s exposition 
and ask himself what possible relation they 
have to each other. ‘ Wherefore, i. e. on 
this account also it is a matter of joy,” or, 
‘in respect to the state of things into which 
man has fallen.” We should like to see the 
exhibition of Mr. B.’s indignation at‘ such 
liberties with the sacred text, if found in any 
old commentator, and in support of any old 
orthodox doctrine. We should then be told, 
not in italics, but in capitals, that men 
“should not suppose or infer this, but show 
distinctly that it is in the text,” d&c. &. 
The writer is of course forced to assume 
without any necessity, and against all proba- 
bility, that the commencement of the verse is 
elliptical. ‘The passage,” he says, ‘is 
elliptical, and there is a necessity of supply- 
ing something to make out the sense.” The 
sense is plain enough, if men are only willing 
to receive it. But rejecting that of the Apos- 
tle, they are forced to make one of their own. 
Paul has been proving from the beginning of 
the epistle, and had asserted in the imme- 
diate context, that men are justified, noton 
account of their own merit, but on account 
of the merit of Christ. Wherefore, az by 
one man we have been brought into con- 
demnation, so by one man are we justified. 
Here is no ellipsis,* no forcing into the text 
what does not ‘belong to it, no unnatural in- 
terpretation of the word wherefore; it is pro- 
perly inferential ; it introduces the grand con- 
clusion from all the previous reasoning, we 
are justified by the merit of one man, even 
as we are condemned for the sin of another. 
The road by which Mr. B. attempts to get 
through this passage is utterly impassable. 
The reader may judge with what propriety 
the writer says, * Probably the whole pas- 
sage would have been found far less difficult 
if it had not been attached to a philosophical 
theory on the subject of man’s sin, and if a 
strenuous and indefatigable effort had not 
been made to prove that it teaches what it 
never was designed to teach.” Different 
men see things in different lights. We think 
the greatest difficulty is to avoid the plain and 
obvious meaning of the passage. Sure we 
are, that Mr. B. finds greater difficulty in the 
words éta rovro than we do. And the diffi- 
culties are not confined to the threshold ; they 
go on accumulating, until they form a mass 
before which, we-should think, the stoutest 
heart must quail. 

It is very evident that the view entertained 
of the design of a passage must exert great 
influence on the exposition of it. Mr. B. 
does not seem to be very clear upon this 
point, as he makes various statements on the 
subject not very consistent with each other ; 
and yet each is stated positively and with 
emphasis, ¢. e. generally in italics. On page 
112, he says, ‘‘ The plain and obvious design 
of the passage is this; to show one of the 
benefits of the doctrine of justification by 
faith.” On page 114, “The Christian reli- 
gion is just one mode of proposing a remedy 
for well known and desolating evils. Keep- 
ing this design of the Apostle in view there- 
fore, &c. On 113, “ His main design is not 
to speak of the introduction of sin, but to 
show how the work of Christ meets well 
known and extensive evils. Great per- 
plexity has been introduced by neglecting 
the scope of.the Apostle’s argument here— 
he is showing how the plan of | justifica- 
tion meets well understood and acknow. 
ledged universal evils.’ On p. 120, * His 
main design is to show that greater benefits 
have resulted from the work of Christ than 
evils from the fall of Adam.” Even these 
are not all the declarations of the writer 
upon this point. Now we humbly submit, 
that it is impossible that these statements 
should all be correct ; and no less impossible 
that the commentator who makes them can 
give a clear or consistent view of this 1m- 
portant passage of the Scriptures. If the 
main design is to show how the work of 
Christ meets the evils of the fall; if it is to 
show how the plan of justification produces 
its benefits; then it cannot be the main de- 
sign to show that the blessings of redemp- 
tion are greater than the evils of the fall. 
The one statement supposes the Apostle to 
illustrate the nature of justification ; to show 
how it is that men are saved; the other ‘sup- 
poses him simply to magnify the greatness of 
its results. ‘The former of these statements 
we think correct. It is the design of the 
Apostle to illustrate the nature of justifica- 
tion; and this he does by a reference to the 
fall. He shows how ‘we are justified, by 
showing how we were condemned. As by 
the offence of one, all are condemned; so 
by the righteousness of one, all are justified. 
Keeping this design in view, clear and 
steady light is thrown upon the passage; and 


® The reader will of course see that the question is, 
about the first words of this verse. That the compari- 
‘son indicated by the words “as by one man,” 18 not 


fully stated until the verse 18, is admitted on all hands 


the reader easily finds his way through all its 


intricacies. What must be the confusion 
consequent on a misapprehension of the de- 
sign, or what is still worse, at one time mak- 
ing one thing, and at others another, the 
main object of the sacred writer, may be 
‘readily imagined. 

Many of Mr. B’s arguments in favour of 
his own interpretations, and his most confi- 
dent objections to those of others, rest on 
this misapprehension. Thus with regard to 
the bearing of verses 13 and 14, it is essen- 
tial to determine what is the design of their 
introduction. They commence with the word 
for, and are evidently intended to prove 
something. Whatever it is, it is contained 
in the declaration of verse 12. If Mr. B. 
had consistently adhered to his statement 
that the main design of the Apostle is to 
show how the work of Christ produces its 
benefits, i.e. to illustrate and confirm the 
nature of justification, he would have seen 
that these verses (13 and 14) were designed 
to confirm the declarations of verse 12. In- 
stead of this, however, he (after Professor 
Stuart,) makes these verses an answer to a 
silly imaginary cavil of the Jews, such a 
cavil as they would be the last in the world 
to’ make, and the Apostle the last to answer. 
According to. the view of these writers, Paul 
would here prove to the Jews, that the Gen- 
tiles were really sinners! Yet. this most 
improbable, and almost impossible supposi- 
tion, is‘made the ground on which the inter- 
pretation of important parts of the passage 
is defended, and the common interpretation 
rejected. 

In the comment on the words, For if 
through the offence of one many be dead, 
verse 15, we have a specimen of Mr. B’s 
loose manner of interpretation. He says, 
“‘ By the fall of one. This simply concedes 
the fact that *t isso. The Apostle does not 
attempt to explain the mode or manner in 
which it happened. He neither says it is by 
imputation, nor by inherent depravity, nor by 
tmitatton. Nor have we a ‘right to assume 
that this teaches the doctrine of the imputa- 
tion of the sin of Adam to his posterity. 
For, 1. The Apostle says nothing of it. 
2. That doctrine is nothing but an attempt 
to explain the manner of an event which the 
Apostle did not think it proper to attempt to 
explain,” &c. &c. Similar remarks are made 
on all the corresponding phrases in the sub- 
sequent verses. ‘This is done with scarcely 
an allusion to the original, as though the 
case in which the nouns occur, or the prepo- 
sitions with which they are connected, had 
nothing to do with the decision of a question 
which every commentator is bound to decide.. 
It is the very thing which he professes to 
undertake; and he badly performs his office 
when he shelters himself under the ambi- 
guity of the English version, or even the ori- 
ginal, and protests against the question being 
asked. ‘T’he question is strictly and’ purely 
exegetical. What is meant by saying, By, or 
through the offence of one, many be dead? 
And on exegetical, not philosophical, or spe- 
culative grounds, it may and must be de- 
cided. Mr. B. though in words he disclaims 
any attempt to decide it, and thus leaves his 
work unfinished, does in fact assume a deci- 
sion, and that without argument. He as- 
sumes all along that this, and the correspond- 
ing expressions, do not mean on account of 
the offence of one, many die; on account of 
one offence all are condemned, &c.; but on 
the contrary, that the prepositions and cases 
in question, express the mere general cause 
or occasion. ‘Thus he decides on the force 
of these very words, into the meaning of 
which, he pronounces it theory, speculation, 
and philosophy to inquire. 

Near the top of page 123, Mr. B., after 
admitting that certain evils come upon all 
men on account of Adam’s sin, adds, ‘There 
is no reason to believe that they are con- 
demned to eternal death or held to be guilty 
of his sin, without participation of their own, 
or without personal sin; any more than there 
is that they are approved by the work of 
Christ, or held to be personally deserving, 
without embracing his offer, and receiving 
him as a Saviour.” Who holds that any man 
is condemned to eternal death, without any 
sin of his own? Such is not the doctrine of 
the Reformers, or of the Presbyte:ian Church 
on this subject. We quote this passage, 
however, rather in reference to the general 
inaccuracy of its language. The first part 
of the sentence properly implies that ‘“ men 
are not held to be guilty of Adam’s sin, 
without a participation of their own, or with- 
out personal sin,” but being personally sin- 
ners, then they are held to be guilty of 
Adam’s sin. The second part implies that 
men are not held “to be personally de- 
serving” until they receive Christ, but then 
are so held. Neither of these things, we 
presume, did Mr. B. intend to say. Yet he 
does say them; according to the obvious 
meaning of his language. _ 

His general plan of breaking up sentences 
into detached words and phrases, often renders 
it difficult to know what interpretation he 
means to give to the whole, or leads him to 
leave the sentence, as such, unexplained. 
Thus in regard to the peculiarly important 
declaration of the apostle in verse 16, “ the 
judgment was by one (offence) to condemna- 
tion,” he proceeds thus: “ The judgment. 
The sentence; the declared penalty. The 
word expreszes properly the sentence which is 
passed by a judge, &c.— Was by one. By one 
offence ; or one act of sin. Unto condemna- 
tion. Producing condemnation; or involving 
in condemnation,” &c. This is unsatisfactory, 
because the relation of the several words of 
this sentence to each other, on which the 
meaning depends, is not pointed out. Kpspa 
ets is acondemnatory sentence, or 
sentence of condemnation, as Professor S. 
renders it, and not a sentence producing con- 
demnation; which is a rather unintelligible 
form of expression. This sentence is not the 
sentence passed on Adam exclusively, buton all 
men, as is necessarily implied in the context ; 
and as is expressly stated in verse 18, where 
these same words are repeated. The sentence | 
came on all mento condemnation. This sen- 
tence which is said to have passed on all men, is 
for one offence, one act of sin. It would seem 
that the whole compass of language, at least 
of the Greek Janguage, could not afford a 
more precise and definite statement of the 
simple fact, that for one offence a sentence of 
condemnation has passed upon all men. This 
is the whole doctrine of imputation. How 
does Mr. B. invalidate this interpretation? Is 
it by exegetical arguments showing that zpipa 
ets does not mean a sentencejof con- 
demnation? Not at all. This is not attempt- 
ed; it is so plain that Professor Stuart without 
hesitation gives it his support. Mr. B. simply} 


says that unto condhmnation, means produc- 


ing condetnation, without showing that this 


is or can be the meaning of the words. ‘ln; 


like. manner, ‘no attempt is made to explain 


the words é€ ivos. Yet Mr. B,y after such an im- 


perfect examination and exhibition of the 
proper force of the text, makes his usual state- 
ments, and with his usual confidence. ‘It is 
proved by this,” he says, “that the effect 
of Adam’s sin was to-involve the race in 


condemnation, or to secure this as a result 


that all mankind would be under the condemn- 
ing sentence of the law, and be transgressors. 
But in what way it would have this effect, the 
apostle does not state.” ‘He speaks of a 
broad and every where perceptible fact, that 
the effect of that ain had been somehow to 
whelm the race in condemnation. In what 
mode this was done is a fair subject: of in- 
quiry ; but the apostle does not attempt to ex- 
plain it” All this rests upon a foundation of 
sand. It is not what Paul says, nor is it an 
exposition of his language ; but a comment on 
Mr. B.’s own language. Paul does not say 
that something has come on all men which 
has the effect of involving them in ondem-- 
nation. But his snple unadulterated decla- 
tion is, that a sentence of condemnation has 
passed on all for one offence. When there- 
fore it is said so often that the apostle does 
not tell us the mode in which the sin of Adam 
produced the condemnation of all men, the 
assertion haa no better foundation than the 
commentator’s own erroneous exposition. He 
does not tell us the mode, but the apostle does 
as plainly as language will allow. . Mr. B. 
throughout speaks as though the words si; 
zaraxptua unto condemnation, were to be con- 
strued with the word xapanrwyaros, offence, a 
grammatical impossibility. He argues as if 
Paul had said the offence was to condemnation 
—i. e. produced condemnation. Whereas it is 
sis xataxpima, the sentence to condem- 
nation, or sentence of condemnation. 
tence has passed on all for one offence. Such 
is the simple grammatical meaning of the 
apostle’s words. This can hardly be disputed, 
not only because the case is in itself so plain, 
but because it is virtually admitted by Pro- 
fessor Stuart, who is as much opposed to the 
doctrine of imputation as Mr. B. can be. 
Let either the Greek works, or Professor 
Stuart’s translation of them, “the sentence 
by reason of one offence was a condemning 
sentence,” even apart from their connexion, 
be submitted to any ten (or ten thousand) 
competent men, who never heard a syllable of 
Adam, and if they do not say that the propo- 
sition, ** a sentence of condemnation has come 
upon a man by reason of one offence,” means 
that he was condemned for that one offence— 
we will agree with Mr. B. in saying that Paul 
teaches us nothing as to the mode in which 
the one offence of Adam brings condemnation 
upon all men. In the mean time let the reader 
judge who it is that mingles theory with the 
word of God. 

There is scarcely in the compass. of his 
book a more melancholy example of the ex- 
tent to which Mr. B. allows himself to devi- 
ate from the letter of the text, and dilute its 
meaning by the admixture of his own thoughts, 
when its simple sense does not suit him, than 
that afforded by his comment on verse 17. 
This verse is literally rendered in our ver- 
sion. ‘ For if by one man’s offence death 
reigned by one; much more they which re- 
ceive abundance of grace, and of the gift of 
righteousness, shall reign in life by one, Jesus 
Christ.” It would we presume, occur to few 
unprejudiced readers of the Scriptures, to 
doubt that fo receive the gift of righteousness, 
means to be justified; and that to reign in 
life, means to be actually partakers of cternal 
life. Yet Mr. B. paraphrases the verse thus: 
‘“‘If under the administration of a just and 
merciful Being, it has occurred, that by the 
offence of one, death has exerted so wide a 
dominion; we have reason much more to ex- 
pect under that administration, that they who 
are brought under his plan of saving mercy, 
shall be brought under a dispensation of life.” 
How is it possible that * to receive abundance 
of grace and of the gift of righteousness,” 
means only “to be brought under a plan of 
saving mercy?’ This of course can be said of 
all who hear the gospel. But what similarity 
have the text and the comment to each other 
—to receive the gift of righteousness, and to 
be under a plan of saving mercy? The next 
clause is, if possible, still more strangely dis- 
torted. Zo reign in life, is made to mean “ to 
be brought under a dispensation of life.” We 
know not how such an interpretation is to be 
refuted; the mere statement of it is all that 
can be given, and is all that can be necessary. 
It would be difficult to bring together two 
more different propositions than that “ men 
shall reign in life through Jesus Christ ;” and 
thit “ they shall be brought under a dispensa- 
tion of life.” The former is a precious decla- 
ration of actual and glorious salvation; and 
the latter of the mere offer of life. Were all 
the similar declarations of Scripture treated 
in the same manner, there would not be a 
foothold left for the anxious soul to rest upon. 
Why may we not with as much propriety say, 
that the promise, “ He that believeth shall be 
saved”——means merely, “ shall be brought un- 
der a dispensation of salvation?” Shall be 
saved is not so strong as “ shall reign in life.” 
If the one melts to nothing in the crucible of 
the critic, what is to preserve the latter? The 
above interpretation is so unnatural and even 
impossible, that we find Mr. B. himself, be- 
fore he quits the verse, giving another directly 
opposed to it, and consequently far more cor- 
rect. ‘The argument,” he says, “here is, 
that if by one man’s sin, death reigned over 
those who were under condemnation in con- 


| sequence of it, we have much more reason to 


expect that those who are delivered from sin 
by the death of Christ, and accepted of God, 
shall reign with him in life.” We have here 
—‘ delivered from sin by the death of Christ, 
and accepted of God,” substituted for being 
“under a plan of saving mercy ;” and “ shall 
reign with him in life” exchanged for being 
‘“‘under a dispensation of: life.” Yet both 
comments purport to be an exposition of the 
same passage. 

The comment upon. verse 18, is liable to 
the same general objections of looseness, in- 
accuracy, and disregard to the literal mean- 
ing of the text. “The English version of 
the passage is as follows. ‘Therefore, as by 
the offence of one, judgment came upon all 
men to condemnation; even so by the 
righteousness of one, the free gift came 
upon all men to justification of life. The 
simple meaning of this verse is, ‘ As by the 
offence of one all have been condemned, 
even so by the righteousness of one all are 
justified.’ Mr. B.-as usual breaks up the 
verse into small fragments and explains them 
separately without much reference to their 
mutual relation. As the first part of the verse. 
is a repetition of the middle clanse of verse 


Sen- 


16, little is said about it. He proceeds thus:| authority does he make the first part of the 


“ Even so. In the manner explained in the 
previous verses, with the same certainty, and 
to the same extent. The Apostle does not 


verse positive, and the latter conditional. If | 
the words (the correctness of the translation 
he does not and cannot question) “‘ were made 


explain the mode in which it was done, but | sinnérs,” express a positive fact, that men 


simply states the fact. By the righteousness 
of one. This stands opposed to the one of- 
fence of Adam, and must mean, therefure, 


became sinners; by what process are the 
words, “shall be made righteous,” made to — 
mean, may become righteous? This is not 


the holiness, obedience, and purity of the|exposition. This is no statement of the 


Redeemer. The sin of one man involved 
men in ruin; the obedience unto death of the 
other, (Phil. ii. 8,) restored them to the 
favour of God. Came upon all men. Was 
with reference to all men; had a bearing 
upon all men; was originally adapted to the 
race.” . As the tendency of the one was to 
— the race in condemnation, so the ten- 
dency of the other was to restore them to 
acceptance with God.” “ Unto justification 
of life. With reference to that justification 
which is connected with eternal life. ‘That 
is, his work is adapted to produce acceptance 
with God, to the same extent as the crime of 
Adam has affected the race by involving 
them in sin and iisery;” ‘We can hardly’ 
undertake to dwell on all the inaccuracies 
and inconsistencies of this exposition; it 
rests, as did the other, on a false basis. 
1. In the first place, unto justification, does 
not mean “ with reference to justification,” 
and no attempt is made to prove that in this 
connexion it either has, or can have, this 
meaning. And yet on the assumption of this 
meaning the whole interpretation rests. Mr. 
B’s exposition, therefore, is again founded on 
his own language, and not on that of the Apos- 
tle. The grammatical structure of the passage 
isentirely neglected. The words yapropa evs 
dexarworw mean the gratuitous gift of justifi- 
cation, just as xpjua ets mean 
sentence of condemnation. See P-of.S. on 
verse 16, who makes theone clause to sig- 
nify “a condemning 
other “a sentence of Acquittal.” 
substantially correct, 
Paul, there 


e, does not say, that 
gift) which “has refer- 
ence to justification,” or, is “adapted to 
produce acceptance with God,” has come 
upon all men; but simply that “a sentence 
of acquittal,” or more literally, ‘the gift of 
gratuitous justification” has come upon all 
men, has come upon them, or been pro- 
nounced on them. ‘This is the simple gram- 
matical meaning of his words, and the oppo- 
site interpretation is founded on an entire 
neglect or disregard of the grammatical 
structure of the sentence. To say that men 
are justified, and to say that they are under 
a dispensation “ adapted to preduce accep- 
tance with God,” or, which “has a‘ ten- 
dency” to secure this result, are as different 
as possible. The former is what Paul says; 
the latter 1s the diluted and perverted ‘expo-. 
sition of the commentator. Here again as 
usual, the common interpretation adheres to 
the text, and the other, for doctrinal reasons, 
departs from it. 2. In one part of his expo- 
sition, Mr. B. tells the meaning of the Apos- 
tle is, “As the tendency of the one (the 
offence of Adam) is to involve the race in 
condemnation ; so the tendency of the other 
(the righteousness of Christ) is to restore 
them to acceptance with God;” and in 
another, ** The sz of one maninvolved men 
in ruin; the obedience unto death of the other 
restored them to the favour of God.” These 
two statements are inconsistent with each 
other. To say that sin condemns; and that 
faith justifies; is very different from saying 
that sin has a tendency to produce condem- 
nation, and faith a tendency to produce jus- 
tification. How effectually would every 
man’s hold on the promises be loosened, if 
the Scriptures are to be interpreted on this 
principle; if the positive declaration that the 
righteousness of Christ justifies men, is to 
be made to mean, that it has a tendency to 
produce acceptance with God. 3. It is to 
be remarked that this interpretation, while it 
it is irreconcileable with the strict grammati- 
cal sense of the passage, and introduces 
ideas entirely foreign to it, is adopted solely 
on doctrinal considerations. That is, no at- 
tempt is made tu show that the words of the 
Apostle have this meaning; but it must be 
assumed, or otherwise he would teach the old 
orthodox doctrine. He would say that as all 
are condemned by the offence of one, so all 
are justified by the righteousness of the 
other, Now this he does say. And even if 
the passages did teach universal salvation, 
which is not the case, yet as this is the 
simply philological meaning of the words, 
we should have no right to exact by torture 
a different sense from them. But it can be 
shown, by the strictest laws of exposition, 
that no such doctrine is deducible from the 
Apostle’s declaration. It is a principle of 
interpretation, universally recognised, that 
such universal terms are to be explained and 
limited by the context, by the nature of the 
thing spoken of, and by other declarations of 
ne same writeron the same subject. Mr. B. 

lls us that the’ passage, Rom. viii. 32, “ de- 
livered him up for us all,” means “ for all Chris- 
tians;” and correctly adds, “The connexion 
requires that this expression should be under- 
stood here with this limitation.” There is 
the same necessity for its limitation here.. 
As there all means “all Christians, so here it 
means “all believers; it is the all spoken of 
in the context,” the al] “who receive the gift 
of righteousness,” v. 17, which even Mr. B. 
says with strange inconsistency, means only 
the redeemed. As the all in one part of the 
verse means all connected with Adam; so all 
in the other means all connected with Christ. 
Precisely as this same Apostle in 1 Cor. xv. 
22, says, ‘“*As in Adam all die, so in Christ 
shall all be made alive,” 7. e. partakers of a 
glorious resurrection. (See Prof. Stuart on 
the Romans, p. 524.) If Paul, when he 
says, ‘“‘ by the obedience of one all men are 
justified,” all ‘are constituted righteous,” 
means the whole race, we marvel that Mr. B. 
does not venture to use the same language 
when preaching to a promiscuous audience. 
He must have a strong internal conviction 
that such language means more, and would 
be understood universally to mean more, 
than that the righteousness of Christ has a 
tendency to justify all; is adapted to all; 
is originally applicable to all. We only beg 
him to understand Paul, as he would expect 
to be understood himself, according to the 
natural import of his language. 


Verse 19 is, “ For as by one man’s dis- 
obedience many were made sinners, so by 
the obedience of one shall many be made. 
righteous.” 
“ As in consequence of the sin of one, the 
many became sinners, without explaining the 
mode in which it is done; so the many may 


actual sense of the words of the sacred 
writer, but the introduction of an idea entire- 
ly foreign to the literal meaning of the lan. 
guage. ‘The assertion, that saying @ man 
shall be made righteous, which Mr. B. ad- 
mits to mean “shall be justified,” 1. €- par- 
doned, regarded, and treated as just, Is 
nothing more than that he may be justified, 
that pardon and acceptance are proffered to 
him, is indeed a “melancholy example” of 
the lengths to which fondness for one system 
or dislike of another, and a habit of loose 
interpretation can carry even independent 
men. 


On page 126, Mr. B. says, “The word by 

(8:a) is used in the Scriptures as it is in all 

books and in all languages. It may denote 

the efficient cause; the instrumental cause ; 

the principal cause ; the meritorious cause ; 
or the chief occasion by which a thing occur- 
red.” Itis, by the way, rather inaccurate, to 
say that the word by or dsa either, occurs in 
all languages. But we quote this sentence 
as an example of want of attention to the 
force and meaning of the original text. It is 
true that the preposition in question has all 
the meanings here assigned to it; but has the 
case with which it is connected nothing to do 
with its signification? This is the very cir- 

cumstance on which its meaning mainly de- 
pends. With one case it means one thing, and 
with anotherit means another. There isscarce- 
ly a preposition in the Greck language which is. 
more fixed and definite in its use; and which 
with different cases more uniformly expresses 
different ideas. The English reader who 
feels the difference between the words, by 
means of, and on account of; who knows 
that to say a thing happened by means of 
another, and to say that it was done on ae- 
count of another, mean very different things ; 
may see how loose and uncertain must be the 
interpretations of a commentator who merges 
these things'together and makes it a matter of 
indifference, whether his text expresses pro- 
perly the one idea or the other. 


On p. 127, speaking of the verb xaSiornne, 
the author says, “It is in no tnstance used to 
express the idea of imputing that to one which 
belongs to another.” ‘These words are put in 
italics by the author himself, to indicate 
the importance of the statement here made ; 
and of course to intimate that the advocates 
of the doctrine of imputation are mistaken 
in their explanation of the word. Yet it is 
believed there never was a human being who 
said or suppos@ the word was ever so used. 
Mr. B. has entirely mistaken the nature and 
force of the argument he is endeavouring to 
answer. That argument does not rest on the 
meaning of the word, but on the meaning of the 
cleuse. ‘ To make righteous,” Mr. B. says, 
means to justify—and “to sinners,” 
we say means to condemn: yet he, we pre- 
sume, does not intend that the verb to make, 
signifies to justify, or regard and treat as 
righteous, or to impute that to one which be- 
longs to another. Yet this is precisely the 
amount and value of his remark as just 
quoted. On the same page we have, if pos- 
sible, a still more striking instance of the 
same want of knowledge of the real nature 
of the argument he had to deal with. Speak- 
ing of the preposition mentioned above, he 
says, nothing can be learned from its use, of 
the mode in which a thing is done, when one 
thing is said to be done or happen by ano- 
ther; as when it is said, “a young man is 
ruined in his character by another;” or “ that 
thousands were made infidels by the writings 
of Paine or Voltaire.” “In each of these 
and all similar cases, we should deem it 
most inconclusive reasoning to attempt to 
determine the mode by the preposition by, 
and still more so if it were argued from the 
use of that preposition that the sins of the 
seducer were imputed to the young man; or 
the opinions of Paine and Voltaire imputed 
to infidels.” This is absurd enough we 
admit; but the question is, to whom is 
the absurdity to be imputed? Certainly 
not to any advocate of the doctrine of im- 
putation, that we have ever seen or heard 
of, for such an argument they never framed 
or presented. The preposition, however, of 
which Mr. B. is speaking, does express the 
mode in which a thing is done. It is the 
very thing itis designed for. With the geni- 
tive it expresses the mode of instrumentality ; 
and with the accusative the ground or reason: 
dca ncorsws by means of faith, dea xcorey is 
on account of faith. This is a great, pervad- 
ing, and almost uniform usage of the Greek 
preposition. Mr. B.’s remark is founded 
more on the English word by, than the Greek 
dua. We do not deny that there is to a cer- 
tain extent a departure from this usage, and 
that this word may correctly at times, be ren- 
dered through or by means of, with the accu- 
sative ; though it is doubtful if it ever properly 
and directly means on account of, with the 
genitive. Sometimes indeed the means by 
which a thing is done, is, from the nature of 
the case, the reason for doing it—as when 
justification through righteousness, and con- 
demnation throuzh sin, is spoken of. But to 
say the preposition does not cxpress the mode 
in which a thing is done, is all a mistake—-or 
rather, it is an inaccurate mode of expression. 
But this is not the point we had in view in 
referring to this paragraph. Mr. B. repre- 
sents men as arguing that because it is said 
by the offence of one many were made sin- 
ners, the sin of the one must be imputed to the 
many; and justly says this is as absurd rea- 
soning, as it would be to argue that the opin- 
ions of Voltaire are imputed to infidels, if — 
made such by his writings. But such is not 
the argument in favour of imputation derived 
from this passage, nor anything like it. . Mr. 
B. says, that * to be made righteous by means 
of the righteousness of Christ,” means to be 
treated as righteous on account of that righte- 
ousness ; others say, be made sinners by 
means of the disobedience of Adam,” means 
to be treated ‘as sinners on account of that 
disobedience. Is there any thing more ab- 
surd in the one exposition than the other? 
Because it is absurd to argue that the sins of 
Voltaire are imputed to his victims, if they 
were made infidels by his writings, does he 


He paraphrases the verse thus,| consider his own expositions of all such ex. 


pressions as “ justified freely by his blood ;” 


“ by the redemption that is in Christ Jesus ;” 
“ by his death ;” are equally absurd? What 


become righteous in the mode and on the} then does his argument amount to? 


terms which are explained.” Now by what 


(Zo be concluded next week.) 
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